
 

 

 

 

 

January 2019 Edition 
From Zach 

From the day I stepped foot at Fort Myers Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), I would never have fathomed having a Christmas Eve 

Service which included a Christmas Pageant. It required a diverse crowd ranging from a few children from our church, several adults, 

and members’ children, grandchildren, and even a great grandchild participated to pull this off and make it extra special. I must laugh a 

bit taking notice that all of our kings or wisemen were some of the youngest worshipers that evening:  Justin, Addison, and Colton. 

Nevertheless, watching them at rehearsal and on Christmas Eve with their smiling faces was priceless. Subsequently, they bowed and 

offered the traditional gifts: gold, myrrh, and incense.  

On the flip side, in the children’s novel, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (by Barbara Robinson), the Herdsman’s were playing the 

role as the kings and they deviate from the traditional gifts.  Instead, they carry and offer baby Jesus and the Holy Family ham.  While 

this might originally strike as being peculiar or even outlandish at first, it was actually meaningful since the ham was from their 

family’s Christmas basket.  Furthermore, when the pageant was over the Herdmans didn’t want the ham back because it was truly their 

gift to Jesus. In other words, they offered the Christ child their very best. 

As we look forward to a new year, it’s my prayer that we remember individually and collectively we have gifts for God and Christ’s 

church.  In fact, I believe we have much more to offer the Christ child than we often think or overlook. No matter how small or 

insignificant we might think our gifts to God might be, each one of us has something to offer.  Furthermore, when we use our gifts 

together we can make an even larger impact and have a greater reach in the community.  

A former colleague of mine from Birmingham, AL, used to always keep one of the magi figurines on his desk throughout the year. This 

was his way to remember that no matter what kind of situation or mood he might find himself in, he always had something to offer. Let 

this be a year that each and every one of us allows God to use us. So what is your ham?  

Happy New Year, 

Zach 

Prayer Requests Activities and Events 

Please Pray for: Requested by: 

Emmie Landis, 2 ½ y.o. with an 

undiagnosed blood disorder 

George and Donna 

Briggs (granddaughter) 

Kris and Steph’s baby Ron & Betty (grandchild) 

Bill Milligan, Broken leg Bob & Wanda Milligan 

(Bob’s brother) 

Emma, Pneumonia The Blasi Family 

Zach Taylor, US Army, serving in 

Korea 

Art Napoli 

Lee Tobel, Cancer The Blasi Family 

Bill Milligan, Broken leg Bob & Wanda Milligan 

(Bob’s brother) 

Jon Bates, Family and 

relationships 

Elizabeth Larson (home 

church youth minister)r  

Pat Dury, Successful surgery on 

12-10-18 

 

Shannon, Needs a liver transplant Elaine Maley (niece)  

Those affected by the earthquake 

in Alaska Hope and healing as 

they rebuild 

Michelle & Johnny Blasi 

Pat Watts, rehabilitating at home 

after a broken pelvis 

Susan Cusack (church 

family) 

Deborah Gilinos, Pneumonia Michelle an Johnny Blasi 

(friend) 

Our Country Rosie Langley 

Bob Wilson Naomi Kratzer (Brother) 

Walter Hutchison, recovering 

after pancreatitis 

Shirley Fizer 

Jackie Holdsworth in ICU with organ 

failure 
Diane Bodanske (friend) 

Wednesday, January 9, 12:00 – Light lunch and games AND 

Sonshine Card Club – This month’s menu is lasagna, salad and 

dessert ($3.00 donation). After lunch you can either choose to play 

Hand and Foot OR another game. For the remainder of the month, 

the Sonshine card club meets at a different restaurant at 11:30 every 

Wednesday. Afterwards they come to the church to play Hand and 

Foot (see calendar). 

January’s Potluck will be held after worship on the second Sunday 

of the month, January 13. Fried chicken will be provided. Bring a 

salad, side dish or dessert. Alternatively, feel free to make a small 

donation. 

Wednesday, January, 5:30 – Well Fed Dinner, Join us for fajitas 

($6.00 donation for adults $3.00 for children). As always it is not 

necessary to bring anything. But if you wish, please feel free to 

bring a salad or dessert. Half of the funds raised will go to our Book 

Drive. So we know how much cook, if possible, please let us know 

you’re coming on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, or by calling the 

church office. 

Zach Taylor is currently serving in the US Army, stationed in 

Korea (working on Apache helicoptors). Several folks have asked 

for Zach Taylor’s address, so here it is: 

Unit @15712, Mailbox #1384 

APO, AP 96271 

United States 

Postage for a card or letter is the same as sending something in the 

US.  

See the calendar on the back for details on the following regular 

events: Potluck, Men’s Breakfast, Sonshine Card Club. 

 



FMCC Calendar - January 2019 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

New Year’s Day 

2 

No Sonshine Card 

Club or Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

3 4 5 

 

6 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

7 

7:00 pm – Gulf Shore 

Singles Club 

 

Happy Birthday 

Judy Carson 

8 

 

9 

12:00 Light Lunch and 

Games AND the 

Sonshine Card club. 

($3.00 donation for 

lunch)  

 

7:00 Choir Practice 

10 11 

 

Happy Birthday Bob 

Skaggs 

12 

 

10:00 Christmas 

decoration take-down, 

followed by pizza. 

13 

9:00 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

Potluck – After 

worship (Fried 

Chicken will be 

provided) 

Happy Birthday 

Steve Weaver 

14 

 

15 

7:00 pm – Corvette 

Club 

 

16 

11:30 Sonshine Card 

Club (First Watch) 

 

7:00 Choir Practice 

17 

 

Happy Birthday 

Scott Hamm 

18 

8:00 am Men’s 

Breakfast, Fellowship 

hall 

19 

 

20 

9:00 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

 

Board Meeting after 

worship   

Happy Birthday 

Steve Larson 

21 

7:00 pm – Gulf Shore 

Singles Club 

Happy Birthday 

Millie Dalrymple 

22 

 

23 

11:30 Sonshine Card 

Club (Bob Evan’s) 

 

5:30 Well Fed – 

Fajitas 

7:00 Choir Practice 

Happy Birthday Roy 

Dalrymple 

24 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Millie & Roy 

Dalrymple 

25 

 

 

26 

 

27 

9:00 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

11:30 Sonshine Card 

Club (Blue Moon) 

 

7:00 Choir Practice 

 

31 

Happy Birthday Art 

Napoli Happy 

Anniversary 

Hildur & Bob Skaggs 

  

Remember, the Gladiolus Food Pantry always welcomes nonperishable food, particularly kid’s cereal, peanut butter, mac & cheese, tuna, pasta and spaghetti sauce. 

Donation can be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall. 

 


