
 

 

 

 

 

September 2019 Edition 
From Zach 

What comes to your mind when you think about Fort Myers Christian Church? Perhaps the beautiful campus or that warm feeling you received the 

very first time you dared to step foot in the door. Better yet, maybe it’s how complete strangers have become some of your good friends and people 

you have shared some of life’s biggest joys/sadness. Or, maybe it’s a particular worship service you felt God’s healing, forgiveness, love, or some 

clarity in the direction in your life. While the proposed question is important, it’s even more important to think about what do people outside of our 

church family think about when they see Fort Myers Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). I’m obviously bias, but I believe people see a church that 

cares and makes a difference in the community. Or, as Dr. Lovett Weems, former distinguished professor of church leadership and director of the 

Lewis Center for Church Leadership at Wesley Seminary always said “What difference would it make in the community if your church were to close 

their doors?”   

 

Although I can go on a list of the ways we are involved in the community, I want to highlight one key ministry which is our community garden.  The 

Camps Community garden began in September 2016. The mission has been to create a garden where food grown could be given to the local 

community. This would not have been a reality without the leadership of David Camps and Elizabeth Weatherford as they had developed a plan 

involving a little expertise, handful of students from FGCU, and lots of prayer and hard labor.  Subsequently, the past two years Dan Lewis, from the 

Gladiolus Food Pantry has led this ministry to the next level as we currently have 18 double beds with a variety of fresh vegetables.  This makes a 

difference in our community as just last year alone we gave over one thousand pounds of fresh produce to the pantry providing approximately 125 

families each week with healthy vegetables. 

 

This past week I met with some old as well as new volunteers about this year’s garden season. Let me highlight some areas discussed:  

 First, it’s refreshing Megan Crist will be our unofficial garden intern at the church and pantry this fall semester. While Megan is a marketing 

major at FGCU whom will be graduating in December, she is looking forward to getting heavily involved in her new passion of 

gardening.  She intends to bridge a better gap between the church and FGCU. Specifically, Megan will connect with the colloquium 

professors and students to take on projects. For instance, build an arch in the center with Camps Community Garden on it, create brochures 

for the food pantry with information about the church, fresh produce, and how you might cook/use them, and other possible projects.  

 Secondly, we plan to change up the perimeter around the garden. We will cut as well as completely take out some of the moringa trees so 

that we can add flowers and bushes to attract bees.  

 Thirdly, we will be taking a different approach planting this season. Instead of planting directly into the ground, we will start the seedlings in 

egg cartoons at homes and then transplant them in the garden beds by mid-October. With that said, please mark your calendar for Sunday, 

September 29. Following worship in the fellowship hall, Dan Lewis will share a brief presentation on this technique as well as provide 

materials so that you might be courageous enough to take home supplies and start planting! 

 

Let’s get our hands dirty as we continue to make a difference! 

 

In Christ, 

Zach 

Prayer Requests 

Concerns 
Wanda Milligan – recovering at Heartland Rehab  

Dave Cook,  in hospital with health issues – Karen Burns (Friend) 

Martin Pennell, returning home on Tuesday. Thank you for your 

prayers, Deloris & Nancy Bagent (friend) 

Ashley Milcarek, is in the ICU at Gulf Coast Hospital - Herbst Family 

(grandson's girlfriend) 

Dalton DeJaynes, spiral fractures of leg and ankle from a 4 wheeler 

injury - Luan Dunham & Carol Trompter, (8 year old nephew) 

Dale and Majorie Maycroft, strength and healing as they pack up their 

home and head up North - Michelle & Johnny Blasi, (friend) 

Ray McCoy, undergoing new treatment for cancer - Sal & Lorraine, 

(cousin) 

Peggy Roley, scheduled for cornea transplant  - Church family 

Kim Haversat, Kim's mother has breast cancer - Sal & Lorraine, 

(friend) 

Charlie Fink, is at Gulf Coast Hospital with heart issues – Church 

family 

Announcements 

 

 

Sonshine card group update –  

Starting on Wednesday, September 18, 2019, we will 

be going to Sonny’s BBQ for lunch at 11:30am.  We 

will go to Hidden Harbour card room for an afternoon 

of Hand & Foot, (card game).  For the remainder of 

the year, we will be playing cards at the Hidden 

Harbour card room, (directly across from our church). 

On the first day we will be teaching Hand & Foot.  

We would like to invite anyone/everyone to join us for 

lunch and cards.  We will usually end at 3pm.  For 

more information, call Karen Burns @ 708-606-2866 

 

“Bob and I are overwhelmed from the caring love, 

calls and cards we received.  The attendance at our 

son, Michael’s Celebration of Life was more that we 

could ever have expected! We want the especially 

want to thank Zach and Kate for being there for us 

during this troubled time.  We know God is Good and 

our church family showed us God’s great love. 

Thank you Bob and Hildur Skaggs 



FMCC Calendar – September 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
10:30 – Worship 

 

 

 

 

2 

Labor Day 

Gulf Shore 

singles 7PM 

3 4 5 

Creative 

Theater 

workshop 6p-9p 

6 

 

7 

CTW 

9a- 2p 

8 

 
10:30 – Worship 

Potluck 

 

9 

 

10 

Happy Birthday 

Peggy Roley 

11 

Happy Birthday 

Wanda Milligan 

Colton Seitz 

12 

CTW 

6p-9p 

13 

Happy Birthday 

Michelle Foo 

14 
Happy Birthday 

Rosie Langley 

CTW 

9a- 2p 

15 

 

10:30 – Worship 

Board meeting 

following worship 

Happy Birthday 

Ray Schneider 

 

16 

Gulf Shore 

singles 7PM 
Happy Birthday 

Barbara Peters 

 

 

17 

Corvette Club 

7PM 

18 

Well Fed Dinner 

5:30PM BBQ 

19 

Men’s Breakfast 

8AM at 

Sunflower Café 

CTW 

6p-9p 

20 

 

21 

CTW 

9a- 2p 

22 

10:30 – Worship 

 

23 
 

24 
Happy Birthday 

Ron Ginter 

 

25 26 

Happy Birthday 

Zach Taylor 

CTW 

6p-9p  

27 28 

CTW 

9a- 2p 

29 

10:30 – Worship 

11:30 – Garden –

Planting 

presentation 

Fellowship Hall 

 

30 

Happy Birthday 

Maxine Simon 

 

  Potluck there is Brunch 

Remember, the Gladiolus Food Pantry always welcomes non-perishable food, particularly kid’s cereal, peanut butter, mac & cheese, tuna, 

pasta and spaghetti sauce. Donation can be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall. 


