
 

 

 

 

 

April 2020 Edition 

Among a few clergy friends I’ve noticed a Facebook meme or post that comically made some remark 

such as “overnight we all became a televangelist.”   On a more serious note, I was in a zoom meeting with other 

southwest pastors in our denomination and a close friend said “While recording and/or live streaming is a great 

way to stay connected, I can’t refrain from wondering why folks would tune into our live stream or listen to me? 

Especially when there are hundreds of churches locally and afar who have been doing this ministry 

professionally for quite some time.” In fact, I get his honest, humble concern.  Before our current crisis, there 

have been numerous other congregations that have been built and designed for this kind of ministry with their 

multiple cameras and resources, funding, staff, and overall media ministry. 

Reflecting back on the question, I want to bolding say they will tune into the channel because they are 

tuned into and trust you!  That is, because you are going to be the pastor who not only offers a hopeful message 

now, but also you will be the one loving and caring for the people in this community when this dreadful season 

is over. From baptizing the young adult as they claim Jesus as Lord and Savior, to officiating the middle age 

couple’s wedding who are head over heels in love, to praying and standing at the gravesite with the elderly when 

their loved one of fifty plus years passes on, to serving communion once a month to the little old widow who 

might often find herself sad or even cranky at the slightest things (No, I’m not specifically alluding to anyone). 

You will be there.   

At the same time, it’s not solely the pastor, but it’s about being part of an entire community that 

embodies the love of Christ caring, comforting, loving, and always reaching out with grace to one another.  This 

is especial true in our denomination as we emphasize a less than slight distinction between laity and clergy as we 

highlight the priesthood of all believers.  We are one family who are all equally loved by God and called to love 

one another (John 15:12).  In short, as we continue to “watch” worship on Sunday, spiritually there is much more 

going on as we are still choosing to collectively gather as a beloved community: together sharing and lifting up 

prayers for one another, together hearing Scripture, together opening our hearts and minds to the Spirit speaking 

to us, together breaking bread, together singing those ancient hymns that remind us of God’s steadfast love and 

faithfulness, and together holding up one another in the spirit. 

While the coronavirus has us being separated, let us make sure we do not fall into the trap (or we could 

possibly go as far as use the strong language of “sin”) of intentionally being isolated.  While we might discover 

ourselves alone, we do not have to be lonely.  Let us stay connected and check on each other. In Mitch Albom’s 

short, yet classic book, Tuesdays with Morrie, an older professor who is slowly dying of ALS inputs nuggets of 

life’s truths to a former student. A one liner that has always stood out to me throughout the years comes at the 

end of this dialogue: “In the beginning of life, when we are infants, we need others to survive, right? And at the 

end of life, when you get like me, you need others to survive, right?” His voice dropped to a whisper. But here’s 

the secret: in between, we need others as well.” Indeed, I think we have all learned and realize, we need others. 

Beginning this week, I want to implement a meaningful way we can continue being the church in a 

practical way.  I have taken our newly updated directory, and divided it so that our elders and deacons will each 

have a group of people to contact. While this might be a brief 5-10 conversation or a 30-minute dialogue as you 

text back and forth a dear friend in the middle of the night, the purpose is to stay connected as we extend care 

and encouragement as well as be in prayer for one another. Furthermore, I will personally call the elders and 

deacons to check in.  Although I will never have the qualities nor pretend to be like a televangelist, I simply hope 

to try to be there for each of you during this stressful time even if I get it wrong sometimes.  

 
Worship will continue to be streamed on Facebook Live at 10:30am on Sundays as well as later in the week on our 

Youtube Channel. 

Thank you for everyone’s patience and understanding as we continue to be and try new ways being the church in 

these chaotic and uncertain times. 

Let us have confidence in knowing “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)   

-Zach 



Let us continue to trust and give God praise!  Remember the following was written by Apostle Paul, writing from a jail cell, and not knowing what 

kind of future awaited him. Ironically, Paul’s letter is known as the JOY letter. 

 

Philippians 4:6-8 (NRSV) 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved,[a] whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 

there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about[b] these things.  

 

Prayers from the Month of March           April Birthdays 

 

   Pat Brown  April 3 

   Kathryn Hamm April 8 

   Elaine Maley  April 10 

   John Battazzo  April 14 

   Ron Bly  April 15 

   Dee Shrock  April 15 

   Beverly Walden April 15 

   Anna Comer  April 16 

   Dr. Al Day  April 24 

   Bob Milligan  April 29 

 

 

 

 

Bob Skaggs Home after successful heart valve replacement last 

Thursday (Church Family) 

Dr. Bob Furrow Admitted to Health Park Hospital for heart 

complications (Church Family) 

Elaine Maley Church Family 

Meghan Cusack Thankful for her safety driving from Maryland and for 

being home (Cusack Family) 

Vietnam Veterans Rev. Ed Bodanske 

Friends in TN Kathryn Hamm 

Rev. Dr. Jim Carpenter Currently living in Estero with family (Church Family) 

Teresa Friend and neighbor who has a recurrence of cancer 

after two years (Michele Cooper) 

Christa  Blessings to all medical workers (Blasi Family) 

Robert Blasi Sick with a fever (Blasi Family) 

John Battazo Still fighting a bad cold (Church Family) 

John Dwiggins (John and Rita’s friend) 

Peggy Teegarden In the passing of her sister Rosemary Wick (Church 

Family) 

Family and friends of 

Aunt Nancy 

In the passing of Uncle Johnson (Shirley Fizer) 

Family and friends of 

David Cook 

In the passing of David (Mike and Karen Burns and 

Hidden Harbor Community) 

Chana Weaver Gives thanks and praise to God for many answered 

prayers this week (Church Family) 

Special Thanks to 

Lauryn Kay, from the Gulf 

Coast Opera, for leading our 

singing during worship!  

Let us be faithful to God and Christ’s church as 

we continue to give during this chaotic time. Checks can 

be sent to 5916 Winkler Rd. Fort Myers, FL, 33919 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29434a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6-8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29434b

