
 

 

 

 

August 2020 Edition 
“Be a headlight, not a taillight” said Rep. John Lewis to a group of journalists at a Pulitzer Prize anniversary 
event in 2016. This was one of many quotes that was circulating around in remembrance of Lewis when he died 
on July 17, 2020.  At the age of 23, Lewis was the youngest speaker at the famous 1963 March on Washington. 
Much of Lewis’ words throughout his life sounded like a sermon as he had the ability to both challenge and 
encourage his audience.  Like a wise preacher, Lewis didn’t over explain the above quote but simply dropped it 
allowing his audience to do their work. Journalism has often been charged with being a bright light in the dark 
shadows of the world. And, Lewis, being a committed Christian might have been referring to Jesus when he 
said “You are the light of the world…let your light shine before people (Matt. 5:14,16). Once again, like a crafty 
preacher, Lewis gave both of these ideas a twist. That is, what kind of light will you be?  
 
Perhaps a crash course on headlights and taillights 101 might be helpful. A headlight shines the path ahead 
and guiding the direction one will go, while a taillight flashes behind as it illumines the road from where we have 
already traveled. It’s tempting to get too nostalgic, taking too much time overly romanticizing and hoping to go 
back to the “good old days.” Instead, we need to be thankful for where we are and continue to shine forward 
knowing the truth in Paul’s words writing from a jail cell “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). Let us be people of faith 
who look and lean forward trusting God in everything that lies ahead. 
 
Together let’s be a light that does not burn out nor even flicker, instead, one that continues to powerfully 
illuminate the path forward believing the best is still ahead of us. To accurately move forward let me take a 
moment to shine some light on the current status of the church:  

 
 During the past months, the Executive Committee and Reopening Task Force has regularly met 

discussing and making plans of when and how to begin in-person worship. We have even considered 
outdoor gatherings and have listened to others in the church for their suggestions. However, due to the 
ongoing rise of COVID-19 and especially in the sunbelt we continue to error on the side of caution and 
believe it is still not wise to encourage physical gatherings at this time. Unless there is a drastic change, 
the committee decided to not meet until Monday, August 24.   

 We are continuously improving our online stream so that you might have a meaningful worship service 
each Sunday.  We have taken some feedback of adding the hymn numbers and church updates to 
adding captions which offer a professional touch.  As shared before, we are reaching more people than 
we would have worshippers sitting in the pews each week during these summer/ “out of season 
months”. Additionally, you can find a link called “worship on demand” on our homepage which allows 
you to view a service again or share with others. 

 We are hopeful that our new zoom meetings will take off as this software allows us to stay better 
connected.  Although we cannot replace physically being with one another, in the meantime, this free 
technology allows us to see and interact with the smiling faces we dearly miss being with each week.  

 As Dean will share in worship this week and as we have expected, there is a budget deficit during these 
challenging four months of the beginning of our fiscal year. While there have been some additional 
expenses due to our online streaming, the Executive Committee made the decision to pause our 
janitorial service as a way to cut back in expenses during this time. Please know the Creative Theater 
Workshop will continue to clean the fellowship hall, bathrooms, and kitchen.  
 
In the meantime, I want to thank the numerous families who have continued to stay faithful giving during 
these unprecedented times.  Although it can be tempting to not give or simply fall into the trap of 
forgetting to when we are not gathered physically together for worship, remember we are still spiritually 
bonded together in Christ and called to be faithful stewards of our entire lives.  If you have not been able 
to offer your tithes/offerings due to your own setbacks or any other circumstances, perchance this is the 
time you might take a faithful step in giving as you drop off, mail in, or give online. As noted above and 
as we shared during this past year’s stewardship campaign… God is not finished!  God is not finished 
with you, me, and is certainly not finished with Fort Myers Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).



 

     

 
August Birthdays 

Logan Louderback   August 1 

Paul Munsell    August 2 

Mary Jane Ginter   August 6 

Delores Bokmuller   August 8 

Kathy Coates    August 8 

Ruth Berry     August 9 

Lee Camps    August 11 

Hamlet Collier    August 21 

 
August Anniversary 

 

Denny and Sherry Floore  August 14 

Mike and Karen Burns  August 18 

Dr. Al and Mary Jane Day  August 18 

Harry and Mary Rubin  August 18 

 

During the month of July, the Creative Theater Workshop 

has been a blessing in the community even as they have had 

to intentionally host smaller classes and enforce additional 

social distancing guidelines.  During June and July, the 

CTW have had the following camps Moana, Hairspray, and 

Shrek. Since the Lee County School District has postponed 

the beginning of the school year to August 31, the Creative 

Theater Workshop will continue their camps throughout 

August to be a shiny light and benefit the community. 

Prayers 
Rev. Dr. Betsy Goehrig and family, in the loss of their daughter Brittany, Regional 

Minister Florida Disciples  

Dean Brown, medical procedure this Monday, Church Family 

John Battazzo, health concerns and waiting upcoming surgery, Church Family 

Luzia, seeking relief with multiple allergies, Steve L. (fiancé) 

Bob and Janet Herbst, praise to God for the birth of their 14th great grandchild 

Raylan, Church Family 

Bob Milligan, rehab at Lehigh Acres Health and Rehabilitation Center, Church 

Family  

Armen Sarkissian, dialysis and waiting for kidney transplant, Asya T. (stepson) 

Erma Weaver, diagnosed with cancer, Weaver Family (Steve’s mother) 

Joyce Turney, successful knee surgery and receiving physical therapy at home, 

Church Family 

Carol Krueger and Family, in the passing of James Krueger, Carol K. (brother-in-

law) 

Rev. Ed Bodanske, health concerns, Church Family 

Amber, loss of her baby at childbirth, Diane B. (niece) 

Scott Hall, brain cancer and began hospice, Deb Hall (son) 

Mickey and Chuck Mears, Joyce T. (sister) 

Ella, 3-year-old diagnosed with type 1 children’s diabetes, John Sr. (granddaughter) 

Blake McCreacken, 7-year-old waiting for emergency surgery on a hole in his 

heart, John/Rita (John’s nephew) 

Johnny, praise to God and thankful for prayers during Johnny’s previous procedure 

as he is doing better, Shirley F. (son-in-law) 

 

 

 


