
 

 

 

 

 

December 2020 Edition 
During the past months, news outlets have shared that it’s going to be a dark or difficult 

winter.  At least, according to the case numbers, this has proven to be true with COVID19 rising in 
practically every spot of the country since this summer with numerous states and cities enforcing new 
restrictions.  In fact, last week’s headlines from the CDC advised not to travel for Thanksgiving and to 
limit the amount of guest. It can feel as if Thanksgiving and Christmas have been cancelled and our 
Christmas Spirit has been stolen. Yet, our faith knows that despite Holiday travels, large gatherings 
and dinners, and even with tighter restrictions, this season of Thanksgiving and Christmas can never 
be hijacked.  This season is much more than eating rich and heavy meals that tend to make us tired or 
even put us asleep before halftime during the big game. To the contrary, Thanksgiving is a way of life, 
as it opens our eyes and widens our scope to be grateful in all that God has given to us. Furthermore, 
Christmas is about the God of the universe, Love, who dwells with us despite our circumstances. 
Instead of focusing on the gloomy headlines, let us breathe in and breathe out the Christmas Spirit as 
you and I can be that spark of hope, peace, love, and joy and it might be contagious out in our 
communities!  

 
While this movie still might not be a classic, this is exactly what Buddy the Elf did, as it’s one of 

my favorite movies!  From the first scene to the last, Elf has a recipe to warm one’s heart or at least 
make you laugh.  Buddy, the elf, played by actor Will Farrell, leaves the North Pole in search for his 
father in NYC as he brings the Christmas Spirit in every bizarre thing he says and does.  Although it’s 
easy to write off or even shun Buddy based on his physical appearance and over the top enthusiasm, 
this cotton ball eating, bizarre singing, and crazy smiling Elf had a contagious, positive attitude that lit 
the entire city. At the end of the movie, we discover Santa’s sleigh is fueled by the Christmas Spirit, 
and the sleigh hardly could get off the ground because the hearts of the people of the NYC lost their 
Christmas spirit.  However, Buddy’s joy rubbed off on numerous individuals as they sang out loud, 
allowing the sleigh to be re-energized and to soar in the air. 

 
From the very first time meeting Michelle, director of the Creative Theater Workshop, she had a 

contagious bright smile and genuine happiness as she dropped by the church inquiring about renting 
space. Since then, during the past two years, her program and all the beautiful children have been a 
true blessing to our church bringing much energy, joy and enthusiasm. FMCC has been their home as 
they hosted their summer and winter camps, rehearsals, a handful of shows, and even a few dinner 
theaters for our church. As they continue to grow, we wish CTW the very best in this new season as 
they move out to a larger facility which will provide them with not just a performance area but also 
plenty of storage. The CTW will continue to be with us throughout January as they get their new place 
finished. Additionally, they will clean our carpets, take down the stage, and get the fellowship hall back 
in shiny condition. 

 
As Michelle and Jeremy and the entire Creative Theater Workshop brought a contagious joy to 

our church, let us finish this year with being a contagious light for the world in all we do and say. This 
doesn’t mean we have to deny reality, we certainly don’t need to dress up like Buddy the Elf or even 
be over the top enthusiastic, but we are called to be thankful. Furthermore, during Advent, as we will 
light the first Advent candle, it symbolizes hope. So let us be hopeful. Hopeful about today and the 
future. And we have reason to be hopeful because the One who is the Light is coming to bring light to 
all! So what will you be “An angry elf or a joyful elf?” (Elf, the movie). We have reason to be HOPEFUL 
and JOYFUL this season! 



 

December Birthdays 

Paulette Idol   December 1 

Harry Rubin   December 11 

Mya Jane Seitz  December 24 

Zach Seitz   December 25 

Sharon Rimes   December 28 

 

 

October Anniversaries 

George and Donna Briggs   October 20 

Bob and Janet Herbst    October 20 

Prayers and Praise to God 
The family and friends of Barbara Ann Vickers, in the passing of Barbara Ann, 

memorial service will be held on Sat., Dec. 5, at 11am,  Church Family 

Kate Seitz, recovering from lung surgery at Mayo Clinic, Church Family 

Shirley Fizer, in the hospital and hopes to come home today, Church Family 

Elaine Maley, recent diagnosis of skin cancer, Church Family 

John Battazzo, biopsy on Dec. 4, Church Family 

Betty Johnistin, heart complications, Church Family 

Fay, setback after surgery and still in the hospital, Rita Azer (sister) 

Sal and Rainy, in the passing of Rainy’s Uncle Joseph Amato, Church Family 

Jonathan Riveria and Family, in the passing of his finance’s grandfather Jack 

Slamka, Church Family 

Jodi Wray, successful open heart surgery, Shirley Fizer (friend) 

April Medeiros, in the passing of her father, Domingos Pereira, Church Family 

Kathy Lisai, in the passing of her husband, Rita A. (close friend) 

Kathryn and Scott Hamm, great granddaughter, Charlotte Kay due on Thanksgiving, 

Church Family 

Dean Brown, surgery has been postponed to the end of Dec., Church Family 

Herbst Family, celebrated a grandchild's wedding (Church Family) 

Naomi Kratzer, recovering from a fall on Thursday. 

Gregg Hughes, waiting for a biopsy, Naomi (son) 

Joey Lee, continues to battle Leukemia, Church Family 

Armen Sarkissian, dialysis and waiting for kidney transplant, Asya T. (stepson) 

All Students, help cope with new stresses and anxieties during this school year, 

Charlie and Sue Fink 

 

 

Asya, Lauryn, Grace, and Don, (pictured on the left) lead the 

efforts bringing music to our ears and the Christmas Spirit to 

our hearts whether in-person worship or viewing online. 

Thank you for your 

generosity as we 

collected a total of $705 

towards turkeys for the 

Gladiolus Food Pantry!   

We also reached our 

Christmas Offering goal 

in raising funds to 

purchase tennis/athletic 

shoes for students and 

family members at 

Tanglewood Elementary.  

 
 

Congratulations to Michelle 

and Jeremy as the CTW has 

began to transition to their 

new facility that will offer 

more space and opportunity 

for growth. Let’s continue to 

support them as they will 

move further south and be 

located of of San Carlos. 

You will not want to miss one 

of their last productions at 

FMCC and their last one of 

the year: Elf Junior the 

Musical. Visit ctwtheater.com 

for tickets for the 1st and 2nd 

weekends in December. 
 


