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Just imagine for a moment that you were homeless. As mature Christians, we know this can happen due to numerous factors and not 

just the narrow-minded and false accusation because someone is lazy.  Whether you were born into poverty or found yourself in a 

broken home, born mentally challenged or later became physically disabled, or lost your job, nevertheless, now you found yourself 

living under the interstate or in a homeless shelter. More than likely, all you would own is a duffle or book bag with a couple pair of 

jeans, some basic hygiene items, a few pictures, and whatever else you might be able to squeeze into the side pockets. While you might 

get a sandwich here and there, one of the greatest needs would be a pair of clean socks. Research has shown that the number-one most 

requested item in homeless shelters are socks. First, socks protect us from the cold. It only takes 30 minutes to get frostbite in sub-zero 

temperatures and it only takes 5-10 minutes to get frostbite when temperatures are -15 or lower. While the previous might not be an 

issue in Fort Myers, clean socks can protect from infection and disease. You don’t have to be married to a nurse to inform you that wet 

socks breed bacteria which causes infection. Thirdly, socks are important as many homeless walk numerous miles daily to access food 

and shelter. Finally, it’s a pride thing as well. That is, only having a pair of socks or shoes with holes can decrease one’s self-worth. 

Remember despite where we might find ourselves or view ourselves, the Psalmist knows we are the apple of God’s eye (Psalm 17:8). 

 

At FMCC we don’t just read headlines about the needs in the world, but the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has a tradition in 

putting their hands together and responding in concrete ways. Our outreach chair, Chana, has a terrific way to address this practical 

need and also create a time of fellowship and fun.  During our February Well-Fed Dinner, on Wednesday, February 19, we will have a 

dessert auction to raise money for socks. Please be thinking about a family pie, your great aunt’s secret recipe, your in-law’s recipe that 

you “borrowed” (wink, wink), or your own special sweet dish that you can bake to contribute to this great cause. In the upcoming 

weeks there will be a signup sheet to not only check if you will be attending, but also if you will be bringing a dessert to the auction. As 

always we encourage you to invite friends and family to this fun event so that we can express love and hospitality as we cover a 

stranger’s feet. Hebrews 13:2 says “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 

without knowing it.”  

Prayer Requests Activities and Events 

Please Pray for: Requested by: 

Elaine Maley, prayers for doctor 

appointment and biopsy. 

Church family 

Bob Milligan, passing of his wife, 

Wanda 

Church family 

Extended Family of Sandra Hawkins, 

unexpected death of Sandra 

Steve Weaver (sister) 

Karen Bertoletee, back in rehab  Delores Bagent (neighbor) 

 

Kate Seitz, asthma complications Church family 

Angela, total hip replacement surgery Luan Dunham  

(granddaughter) 

Rev. Ed Bodanske, recovering at home   Church family 

Nancy Vornold, heart and lung 

problems 

Johnston's (sister) 

Richard and Selma Mace Carol and Luan (cousins)   

All Military Troops and their families Church family 

Zach Taylor, praise for his service and 

being home 

Church family  

Julie Vergin, mission trip to Bahamas Zach (friend from food 

pantry) 

Michael Hemphill, serious health 

issues 

Blasi Family (son-in-law) 

 

Velez Family, comfort and strength to 

recover from earthquake in Puerto Rico 

Blasi family 

Bob Herbst, vertigo Church family 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Join us next week for “Souper” Bowl Sunday, and 

bring in canned items to support the Kansas City Chiefs or 

San Francisco 49ers as well as the Gladiolus Food Pantry.  

 

Let us celebrate what God is doing and continues to do by 

returning our 2020-2021 Pledge cards by Feb.9  

 

Please be sure to not miss and signup for our monthly 

dinners this month: 

Potluck is on February 9, and the main dish is ham. We 

encourage everyone to bring a complimentary side. 

Well-Fed Dinner is on February 19, and we will be 

having chicken piccata. The suggested dinner donation is 

$6adults and $3children.  While it is not necessary, you 

are always welcome to bring a salad or dessert.  

 

Join us for a time of prayer and solitude as we begin the 

Lenten Season with Ash Wednesday Service on Feb. 26, 

at 6pm.  

Dive deeper this Lent and join us for a 6-week Lenten 

Study using Dr. Amy-Jill Levine’s, renowned Jewish 

scholar and professor of New Testament at Vanderbilt 

University, book Entering the Passion of Jesus. Mondays 

from 10-11:15am beginning March 2.  

 

Are you or someone you know interested in a health 

screening?  If so, on Monday, February 24, Lifeline 

Screening will be back at FMCC. Receive 5 screenings: 

carotid artery/plaque, heart rhythm, abdominal aortic 

aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease, osteoporosis risk 

assessment for a discounted price of $139.  Signup online 

or call 1-866-229-0469. 

The Celebration of Life Service for Wanda Milligan will 

be on Saturday, February 8, at 12pm. Following the service 

there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

 



FMCC Calendar – February 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   

 

  

 

   1 

 

2 

9:45am Choir 

10:30 Worship 

3 

 

4 

Creative Theater 

Workshop (CTW) 

6-8pm 

 

Happy Birthday 

Linda Schneider 

5 

Happy Birthday 

Bob Herbst 

6 

CTW 6-8:30pm 

7 

 

8 

9 

9:45am Choir 

10:30 Worship 

Pot Luck – Ham 

10 11 

CTW 6-8pm 

12 13 

CTW 6-8:30pm 

14 15 

16 

9:45am Choir 

10:30 Worship 

Board meeting 

17 

Happy 

Birthday 

Butch Griggs 

18 

CTW 6-8pm 

19 

Happy Birthday  

Rainy Genovese 

Well-Fed Dinner 

Chicken Piccata 

5:30pm 

(Dessert Auction) 

20 

Men’s breakfast 

8am – Sunflower 

Cafe 

CTW 6-8:30pm 

21 22 

23 

9:45am Choir 

10:30 Worship 

24 

9am-5pm 

Lifeline 

Screening 

25 

Happy Birthdy 

Sal Genovese  

CTW 6-8pm 

26 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 6pm 

27 

Happy Birthday 

John Blasi Sr. 

CTW 6-8:30pm 

28 

Happy Birthday 

Diane Bodanske 

29 

The Gladiolus Food Pantry always welcomes non-perishable food, particularly kid’s cereal, peanut butter, mac & cheese, tuna, pasta and 

spaghetti sauce. Donation can be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall 

Sonshine card group will only meet for lunch on the first Wednesday of each month.  The other Wednesdays we will play Hand & Foot at the 

Hidden Harbour card room, (across the street from the church), 12:30pm. - any questions call Karen Burns. 


