
 

 

 

 

 

July 2020 (REVISED) Edition 

 “Toto, I have a feeling we must not be in Kansas anymore,” is a famous line from what has been widely 
acknowledged as one of the greatest films of all time. That is, the iconic 1939 musical, The Wizard of 
Oz. During her time “over the rainbow,” Dorothy would discover three friends: Scarecrow, TinMan, and the 
Cowardly Lion who were all in search and need of something. During this pandemic and time of 
quarantine, we can perhaps relate to Dorothy in not feeling like we’re in Kansas or should I say Sunny 
Southwest Florida, as we have lacked much normalcy in our lives. The past months have been difficult 
economically, socially, and spiritually. 

Nevertheless, I believe we are going to come out of this time stronger than ever. Apostle Paul knew and 
wrote about this regarding his challenges: “And not only that, but we[a] also boast in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given to us” (Romans 5:3-5).  During our time, I believe as a church and individually, we 
have gotten wiser as this has open our minds to our God, our fellow neighbor, and the things that are most 
important.  Secondly, our hearts have exponentially grown as we have been asked and we have faithfully 
answered that call to love one another even when it was difficult being physically apart.  Thirdly, we are 
more courageous than we have ever been as we have tried new ways to be church and stay connected 
during this time. In sum, we have used this season to place our strength in God, and we have recognized a 
secret kernel of truth found in Scripture: “when we are weak God is strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10). 

Members of the Executive Committee and our Reopening Task Force met this past Monday, and we left 
excited as we made thorough plans and took steps to officially welcome everyone back to in-person 
worship on Sunday, July 5. However, in just the past two days, watching the escalating COVID cases and 
taking into account our specific congregation, members have all agreed it would be the best interest to 
delay in-person worship until further notice. Both the Executive Committee and Reopening Task Force will 
continue to meet. When we do gather again for in-person worship, as you might imagine, in our initial 
stage, worship will look and feel slightly different. Let me share a few recognizable differences that have 
been intentionally changed to ensure the safety of everyone. At this time, as previously discussed, there 
will be no singing. Instead, we have tested our technology and will be able to have prerecorded music on 
the screens for our two main hymns and Asya will lead other musical elements in worship. Communion has 
been moved to the very end of the service, with prayers from the pastor and elders, followed by a 
benediction. Ushers will then dismiss each row, and worshippers are invited to pick up a prepackaged 
communion kit as well as drop their tithes/gifts in the offering plate, both will be located on a table in the 
narthex. Regarding noticeable appearances in the sanctuary, you will see that the pews are fully empty of 
Bibles, Hymnals, pencils, and envelopes.  Please note only the center doors to the sanctuary will be used, 
every other pew will be roped off, hand sanitizer will be provided, and there will be tape on the ground 
stressing 6 feet social distancing.  We will continue to reevaluate and make necessary tweaks and 
additions taking in others’ suggestions and the safety of everyone. Finally, we ask you to be familiar and 
respect the social guidelines which are on the back of the newsletter as well as will be posted on the 
sanctuary doors. 

Although I had to edit this opening line, hopefully soon we will WELCOME BACK all the beautiful people 
who make Fort Myers Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) a beautiful, faithful followers of Jesus!  While it 
might appear different when we meet, the main thing is we will be together worshiping God. When the time 
comes to return to in-person worship, if you are sick or feel unease about returning, please stay at home 
and you will still be able to participate in our fully online service. In fact, there will be a link sent out during 
the week, and you will simply click on it five minutes before Sunday worship begins. This will allow you to 
view our 10:30am service live as well as see many familiar faces in the sanctuary. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A3-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28036a


             Social Distance Guidelines and Additional Procedures 

  

 
June Birthdays 

Michele Cooper    July 9 

Denny Floore    July 17 

George Briggs    July 18 

Bob Coates    July 18 

Sherry Floore    July 24 

Johnny Blasi    July 26 

 

 
June Anniversary 

 

Leon and Mary Ann Beaty  July 18 

Ed and Beverly LaDuke   July 24 

Ray and Linda Schneider  July 27 

John and Sharla Davidson  July 28 

Ron and Mary Jane Ginter  July 30 

Prayers 

Bob Milligan, rehab at Winkler Court, Church Family  

Erma Weaver, diagnosed with cancer, Weaver Family (mother) 

Shirley Fizer, prayers for upcoming colonoscopy and upper 

endoscopy, Church Family 

Blasi and Mieles Families, in the death of Rico’s father, John Sr. 

(friend) 

Kate Seitz, recovering home from Health Park Hospital, Church 

Family 

Greg, diagnosed with lymph node cancer, Naomi Kratzer (son)  

 

 Masks must be worn covering nose and mouth at all times 

 Masks will be provided if you do not have one 

 Only the main church doors will be open and for contactless entry 

 You’ll be welcomed with touchless temperature check as you 

enter the sanctuary 

 Ushers will give instructions entering and leaving the sanctuary as 

we practice social distancing. 

 Donations can still be mailed, given online or dropped in the 

collection plate, located in the narthex, as you leave worship 

 If you must use the restroom, we ask you to spray appropriate 

areas with the disinfectant spray after usage 

 Continue to send prayers via email or on our church Facebook 

page 

 After worship the sanctuary will be disinfected as well our 

janitorial service will continue to clean Friday evenings 

 Please do not come if you’re feeling ill in any way 

 

…

 
 

 
Special thanks to Bob 

Coates, property chair, 

in keeping our church 

campus looking nice! 


