
 

 

 

 

 

June 2020 Edition 

Whether we examine John’s Gospel with the disciples fearfully hiding behind locked doors and Jesus appearing 
and breathing the Spirit on them or the more traditional telling from Acts 2 “…there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the place,” it’s on Pentecost Sunday we remember the disciples were together, 
filled, and commissioned!  I cannot speak for every clergy, but my first sermon had vastly different results than 
Peter who after preaching: “about three thousand were added to their number that day” (v.4).  At the very 
best, I got a big whooping “Not too bad, kid.”  While the first Pentecost moved the disciples to share Christ’s 
love by boldly gathering and speaking to the masses, I’m convinced on this Pentecost God is calling us to 
participate and share in God’s love by our example of being good neighbors wherever we find ourselves. In this 
challenging season, sometimes this means simply wearing a mask out to your favorite supermarket, washing 
our hands more than we ever have wanted, avoiding large crowds, and even continuing online worship. 

We acknowledge this will come to a disappointment to a handful of people, but we must look out for the safety 
of the greater good, the liability of our church facility, and still be thankful we are still the church!  Let’s never 
forget the following: each time we call or simply text someone “miss and thinking about you, happy birthday, 
or how are you?,”- we are the church, each time we send a card or an encouraging email saying “can’t wait to 
see you or happy anniversary”- we are the church, each time we drop off a bag or two of groceries to be taken 
to the Gladiolus Food Pantry- we are the church, each time you wake up or go to bed praying over the names 
of loved ones and our enemies- we are the church, each time you check up on your nearest neighbor or maybe 
ask if you could take their trash to the curb- we are the church, and each time we worship online and hum to 
the traditional hymns as our vocalist, Lauryn, beautifully sings- we are the church. 

Let me share with everyone the minutes from our executive meeting: 

“The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and plan the path to re-open the church for worship. Rev. Zach Seitz shared emails from 
members communicating their wishes and concerns. He also reported on multiple phone calls and contacts he made to other 
churches in the surrounding area. The committee discussed the current CDC phases and guidelines. Specific details regarding capacity 
limits, social distancing, masks and other issues were considered. Features and challenges, such as singing, communion, seating and 
sanitation were addressed in planning how to design the initial worship services upon return to the church.  
 
In an effort to balance desire to join together for worship and responsibility for health and safety of our church family, the committee 
agreed to continue planning, seeking input and working out details during the month of June with no plans to reconvene as a group 
before July 1. In the interim, announcements of a personal nature will be added to the online service. Member input will be 
encouraged and welcomed. Additional meetings of this committee were scheduled for June 8 and 22. Regular progress reports will be 
made to the congregation.” 

There is nobody who misses worship more than me, even if it means standing at the narthex after service to 
receive a “Not too shabby, kid” or a warm smile. After faithful discussion with our executive team, we 
concluded it’s not worth the risk of one person getting sick in our vulnerable, high-risk congregation.  Further, 
at this time, as much as we miss seeing one another, we are convinced our online worship will still offer a fuller 
and just as meaningful service than an in-person service if we applied all the proper safety guidelines and 
restrictions.  No, we will not live in fear but we will live and be guided by the greatest commandment from our 
Lord and Savior: “Love of God and neighbor.” As of right now, this means continuing online worship and the 
numerous other ways we are being the church!  Remember you are welcome to drop in the office or call to 
make an appointment.  Your feedback is important, and if you send suggestions or concerns to our church 
email this will be read and discussed at our next executive meeting, on June 8.



“Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you.” 

-Jeremiah 29:12 

Prayers from the Month of May       

  

Martha Furrow and 

Cusack Family 

Family offers thank you for your prayers and sympathy 

cards in the death of Dr. Robert Furrow 

Rev. Ed Bodanske Strength and perseverance as he soon begins chemo 

treatment (Church Family) 

Cindy Brandt Thankful for a safe 18 hour drive back to Indiana 

Erma Weaver Healing as she recently has been diagnosed with cancer 

(Steve Weaver’s mother) 

All Healthcare workers Sue Fink 

Augusta Viggiano Healing and wholeness for a close friend and “aunt” of 

the kids who has several health issues (John B. Sr.) 

Nicole; granddaughter 

Austin; nephew 

Healing for both Austin and his family as well as 

Nicole with her flare up with MS (Shirley F.) 

 

Seitz Family Offers thanks for your prayers and kindness in the loss 

of grandparent, Don McDaniel. 

Pam Williams Joy and praise to God for improvement in her health 

(Church Family) 

 
June Birthdays 

Lindsey Hanna June 5 

Leon Beaty  June 6 

Karla Simpson  June 15 

Karen Burns   June 16 

Mary Rubin   June 17 

Peggy Bruce  June 23 

Shirley Fizer  June 25 

 

 
June Anniversary 

 

Scott and Kathryn Hamm  June 2 

Chris and Kathy Harris  June 30 

 

Creative Theater Workshop 

As you can imagine, the CTW has not been meeting 

for the past couple months. Two weeks ago they 

began to meet with a strict 10 children limit, 

checking temperatures at the door, and social 

distancing guidelines. Although our governor has 

opened youth activities, CTW will still maintain very 

limited until the middle of June and even then will 

follow social distance guidelines for the safety of the 

children and our church. 

 

If you are interested in getting out this weekend, the 

CTW will have a Rummage Sale this Saturday, from 

8-2pm, 10-person capacity in the Fellowship Hall, 

mask required and/or one will be provided at the 

door.  
 

The Executive Committee  
Rev. Dr. Jim Carpenter, Moderator; Joyce Turney, Vice Moderator; Kathy Harris, 

Secretary; Chana Weaver, Assist. Secretary; and Rev. Zach Seitz, Senior Pastor 

 


