
 

 

 

November 2020 Edition 
“I sure didn’t see this coming!” more than likely we have all said a similar expression a time or two.  For 

instance, in the beginning of January 2020, did anyone ever fathom a pandemic that would drastically shake up 

the world and change our everyday routines and lifestyles from school closings to wearing a mask to your 

favorite supermarket while staying six feet apart? If so, please let me know, we will immediately purchase a 

lottery ticket together! Or, a little closer to home, who would had predicted Sunday, March 15, 2020, would be 

our last Sunday physically worshiping all together for over seven months? For many people it has felt as if we 

have never gotten out of the season of Lent (that’s right…Lent) as it’s been a challenging time globally, locally, 

and in our individual lives. From deaths due to COVID-19, to loss of jobs or reduced hours, to 

psychological/emotional difficulties due to social distancing, there has been no shortage of adversities. 

 

At the same time, it’s often in the dark times and in the midst of chaos that God does His finest work! Hint, just 

recall the Fourth Gospel writer’s beginning words of the Easter story “Early on the first day of the week, while it 

was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb” 

(emphasis mine, John 20:1). God raising up Jesus is the ultimate victory over sin and death, and is what inspired 

the famous words of the theologian Frederick Buechner “the worse thing is never the last thing.”  Throughout the 

Bible God calls, raises, and equips leaders to deliver God’s people with various tasks. The fugitive Moses was 

raised up to lead Israel out of Egypt and later the torch was passed to Joshua who rose up to the challenge to lead 

Israel into the Promised Land. Throughout Scripture, Christian history, and even in 2020, this pattern continues 

on!  

 

Still today God uses ordinary people like you and I in sometimes big and other times what might appear small, 

nevertheless, significant ways! Specifically, on behalf of everyone at Fort Myers Christian Church I want to 

thank God for raising up and giving us Johnny Blasi. Furthermore, thank you Johnny for responding to God’s 

call in serving His church throughout the past seven months. Week 

after week Johnny served as our primary worship leader/liturgist who 

read Scripture, shared a prayer, recited the Lord’s Prayer, and 

constantly shared a piece of his contiguous faith in Christ.  Throughout 

this pandemic Johnny has been highly instrumental in our online 

worship service as he brings positivity, a genuine smile, lots of energy, 

and quite often laughter! Being true to our Scripture and theme, Johnny 

has shared his personal devotion and own life as he often gets creative 

such as one week displaying a picture of his father’s first communion 

on the screens or last week humorously reminding folks to let him 

know if they ever find a valuable coin. For the record, I quickly 

corrected Johnny, as I shared that at least 10% of the valuable coin 

goes to the church not to him or “Caesar.” 

 

I’ve overheard one parishioner say to Johnny: “I’m just amazed and don’t know how you can come up with 

something week-in and week-out.” Of course, Johnny was too humble to reply. But, I’ll answer it for him. He 

prays and reads Scripture, and daily lives the faith. Like Johnny, as we continue to keep the faith, God will 

continue to use each and every one of us-saints of God! On Sunday, November 1, we are going to celebrate All 

Saints Day and remember other faithful servants of God who have passed on this year. Like the many faithful 

members at FMCC, God called them by name, raised them to be servants of Christ, and many of them used their 

gifts and graces here at the church. In fact, their fingerprints remain throughout the walls of our church and their 

voices still echo in the sanctuary.  You can join us on our LIVE STREAM on Sunday, November 1, at 10:30am, 

as we celebrate the saints who have gone before us. If you do not have a strong WIFI connection or cannot view 

LIVE, there will still be a link to watch the service later Sunday evening. 

-Pastor Zach 
  



 
 

 

Much appreciation to all who 

already have generously made 

donations towards the 

Thanksgiving Turkey Drive for 

the Gladiolus Food Pantry. Last 

year they were able to help 720 

families with complete turkey 

dinners, and as you might 

expect, this year there will be a 

much greater need. We will 

continue taking donations until 

Sunday, November 8. 

 
 

November Birthdays 

Joey Lee   November 1 

Mary Ann Beaty  November 2 

Ed LaDuke   November 4 

Chana Weaver   November 8 

Sharla Davidson  November 21 

Kate Seitz   November 23 

Chris Harris   November 26 

November Anniversaries 

Johnny and Michelle Foo   November 22 

Bob and Peggy Bruce    November 29 

Prayers and Praise to God 
Rev. John Vickers and his family, in the passing of Barbara Ann 

Vickers, Church Family 

Memorial Service will be at Fort Myers Christian Church on Saturday, 

December 5, at 11am. If you are unable to physically attend, the service will 

also be streamed live.    

Kate Seitz, stent trial on Oct. 22, at Mayo Clinic, Church Family 

Ruth Mason, recovering from a fall and is back at the nursing facility, Church 

Family 

Patsy Wolf, is recovering well after back surgery, Bob Herbst (sister-in-law)  

Liz Biggs, beginning chemo, Kathryn Hamm (friend) 

Rubin Family and Friends, in the death of Harry's sister Judy Gail Rubin, 

Church Family 

Fay, on the road to recovery after surgery, Rita Azer (sister) 

Paulette Idol, overall health and stabilizing medication, Church Family 

Joanne Minor, recovering back at home from a fall, Church Family 

Rex Krueger, health concerns, Carol K. (son) 

Christa, coping through a traumatic health experience, Johnny B. (sister) 

Laura Ionescu, enduring some health issues in Romania, Johnny B. (friend) 

Family and Friends of Charlie Webster, in the death of 34-year old Charlie, 

Steve L. (son's best friend) 

Armen Sarkissian, dialysis and waiting for kidney transplant, Asya T. 

(stepson) 

Vivian, coping with anxiety disorder, Sue and Charlie Fink (granddaughter)  

 It’s a joy for Asya’s 

talented student, Grace 

Anderson, to join us for 

a few weeks in online 

worship. 

One of several small groups from 

Florida Gulf Coast University who 

receive college credit for serving! 


