
 

 

 

 

 

October 2020 Edition 
The tests are graded! The labs are back! The results are in! We’ve all heard these sayings time after 
time whether it’s waiting to find out what you scored on your world history final, your ACT or college 
entrance exam, or anxiously waiting to hear if she will say “YES!”  Well, the reopening the church 
survey results are back and behalf of everyone on this committee I want to thank those of you who 
participated. Drumroll please… First, we had a total of 33 online responses which was composed of 
both individuals as well as family units.  Between online responses and those who shared their input 
through other means, we gathered a snapshot of a grand total of 47 individuals.  It’s worth noting 
that only 5 of our seasonal members took the survey. At this time, we know that 28 individuals are 
willing to come back to in-person worship, 14 responded no, and 5 people are still uncertain. 
Additionally, 8 individuals shared they are waiting for a vaccine to be available until they return back to 
worship. Finally, the worship service received a 4.2-star rating. 
  
The following were the major comments and concerns: 
First, someone shared if we could offer more time for reflection during communion. Starting this 
Sunday, we will have not just the chorus but an entire song for communion as we prepare our hearts 
to receive the elements of bread and juice. We are happy to welcome Susan Cusack back who will 
sing most of our communion hymns. 
Secondly, there was a question regarding if we will have bulletins for in-person worship. Although we 
discussed an electronic bulletin that people could download and use their smart devices, the 
committee thought this would not be necessary as we do not want to encourage singing when we 
begin worshipping live.  
Thirdly, we had a couple concerns regarding cleaning the sanctuary. When we get closer to that time 
we will address those matters in more detail. 
 
Since we are encouraged that many worshipers are ready to come back to in-person worship, the 
committee met this past week and we want to share some exciting upcoming dates: 
Sunday, November 1, is important for a couple of reasons. This is traditionally known as All Saints 
Sunday, and we will specifically honor those in our congregation who have passed on. We will offer 
God thanks and praise for those faithful members who have been part of church family and have gone 
to be with the Good Lord. Additionally, on this Sunday, we will begin live streaming at 10:30am. This 
will give our worship team plenty of time to work out any technical issues, such as the online stream 
connection/speed as well as offer everyone a chance to preview the new flow of worship. 
 
One more drumroll please…this leads us to Sunday, Nov. 29, as we reopen in-person worship with a 
meaningful celebration! This marks the first Sunday of Advent and we cannot think of a more special 
time than gathering together as a church family as we anticipate the Christ child who is full of grace 
and truth. If you followed that correctly, we will begin waiting so that we can begin waiting in the 
liturgical season of Advent. Yes, this is correct. Even more, yes, this will be worth it!  Just remember 
the first “Christmas” the Jewish people had been waiting and anticipating for the messiah to arrive. In 
fact, they assumed God must had been angry with them, forgot about them, and forgot His promise 
throughout those silent years. However, we know in the Almighty’s perfect timing, the Christ child 
came, was and is the Light who changed the world forever, and is with us always, Immanuel! God 
didn’t forget about God’s people back then and certainly does not forget about us right now as we are 
eager to come back “home” at FMCC (Disciples of Christ).  
 
Let’s continue to be faithful in our giving and thankful for all the ways God has and continues to 
provide through a card sent from a dear friend, to a cheerful zoom meeting, and to online worship!



 

October Birthdays 

Beverly LaDuke   October 6 

Susan Hanna    October 11 

Rev. Ed Bodanske    October 12 

Carol Kreuger    October 14 

Ruth Mason    October 15 

Donna Briggs    October 16 

Mary Jane Day   October 16 

Janet Herbst    October 23 

Naomi Kratzer    October 23 

Rita Azer    October 28 

Carlene Griggs   October 30 

 

 

October Anniversaries 

George and Donna Briggs   October 20 

Bob and Janet Herbst    October 20 

The online service would not be the same 

without our amazing team of Asya and 

Lauryn. At the same time, I’m excited to 

share two more exceptionally talented 

vocalists who will join us throughout the 

month of October. It will be a homecoming 

to have both Susan Cusack as well as 

Jonathan Riviere in worship! Susan will 

sing our communion hymn and Johnathan 

will primarily sing the prelude.  

 

Beginning phase of cleaning and 

preparing the community garden. 

Prayers and Praise to God 

Denasee Dugan and family/friends, in the passing of Bob 

Milligan (niece) 

Kate Seitz, receiving tests at the Mayo Clinic, Church Family  
Peggy Roley, offers her appreciation for all of the prayers, cards, and 

the phone calls related to the passing of her son, Brad. Church Family 

John Battazzo, recovery from another outpatient surgery, Church 

Family 

Johnny, recovering from GERD surgery, Shirley F. (son-in-law) 

Jodi Wray, prayers for health and upcoming heart surgery, Shirley F. 

(friend’s daughter) 

Armen Sarkissian, dialysis and waiting for kidney transplant, Asya 

(stepson) 

Blake McCreacken, back home recovering from heart surgery, 

John/Rita (John’s nephew) 

Continued prayers for students, teachers, and administrators in 

our schools both in-person and virtual! 

 

 

 
 


