
 

 

 

 

 

September 2020 Edition 
A favorite childhood memory of mine has always been riding downtown in the back of my uncle’s Ford 
F-150 truck bed (the things we did when we were young) and watched the Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
and Bailey Circus with my family. I always thought it was quite spectacular watching the trapeze 
act.  In fact, during the beginning days of the circus, there were no nets below these high flying and 
daring athletes as they did the unthinkable walking and jumping 20 to 40 feet high in the air. 
 
Perhaps the past several months we have collectively and individually felt as if we were tiptoeing on a 
never-ending tightrope. We have the anxiety and stress of balancing many aspects of our lives while 
being careful to not fall flat on our face or possibly worse yet, stay frozen with overwhelming fear. Most 
of us have been balancing the need to see family, friends, and other loved ones with trying to be 
cautious on protecting the vulnerable and high-risk neighbors.  Yes, there has been a real torn not just 
between different folks, but even real tension within ourselves. 
 
As you know our Executive Committee and Reopening Task Force Team has frequently been 
meeting, and we feel the pressure more than ever walking this tightrope. As much as we want to jump 
and swing, we are prayerfully discerning the best way forward. In our most recent meeting, we 
developed three practical criteria so that we can manage expectations and together walk this 
tightrope: 
 

 First, we want to continue to see a downward trajectory of the COVID-19 positive cases, 
especially in Southwest Florida. 
 

 Second, we want to be wise about schools reopening right now. The committee has suggested 
to wait one month to make sure there are no massive spikes due to schools, not to mention the 
flu season beginning. 

 
 Third, we want the hear directly back from the congregation through a survey. In the middle of 

September, there will be a brief online survey asking a few questions.  If you or a parishioner 
does not have online access, we will provide a hardcopy survey and get this sent out with the 
tentative three questions: i) Would you attend in-person worship service as long as the COVID-
19 numbers have continued downward and obey the social distancing guidelines? (see reverse 
side) ii) Are you waiting to attend service until there is a vaccine available? iii) Are you a full-
time or seasonal member/worshiper?   

 
Our committee does not see canceling streaming as this serves both a) worshipers who might not feel 
comfortable attending right away as well as b) an outreach in the community. Additionally, prior to 
beginning in-person worship, we will stream live on a Sunday morning so that everyone can get use to 
logging in at 10:30am and get a glimpse and feel of the reordered worship when it’s officially 
relaunched. 
 
Although some days we might be tempted to run and jump off this tightrope or act as this is 
nonexistent, let us trust that God is guiding us each faithful step. Let us be hopeful in looking to the 
future of soaring high again! In the meantime, let’s continue to be cautious and even when we do slip, 
yes it’s only normal we do, God’s hands will catch us. 



 

 
September Birthdays 

Peggy Roley   September 10 

Colton Seitz   September 11 

Michelle Foo   September 13 

Rosie Langley   September 14 

Ray Schneider   September 15 

Barbara Peters   September 16 

Ronnie Ginter   September 24 

Zach Taylor   September 26 

Maxine Simon   September 30 

 

 

Congratulations to the Creative Theater Workshop for finishing their 

summer camps. While maintaining strict social distancing guidelines 

they concluded with a small performance of The Little Mermaid the 

Musical this weekend. 

Prayers and Praise to God 

Joyce Turney and family, in the death of Joyce’s husband Tom, Church 

Family  

Family and friends of the Rains, in the passing of John Rains, Church Family 

Hutchison Family, in the passing of Walter Hutchison, Church Family 

Weaver Family, in the death of Steve’s mother, Church Family 

Ford Fizer’s Family, in the passing of Ford, Shirley Fizer (husband’s cousin) 

Bob Milligan, began hospice over at Lehigh Acres Health Rehab, Church Family 

Barbara Ann Vickers, back home from having pneumonia and heart 

complications at Cape Coral Hospital, Church Family 

Ham Collier, is moving to Discovery Village at the Forum, Church Family 

John Battazzo, recovering from surgery, Church Family 

Dean Brown, recovering from surgery, Church Family 

Maude Boerger, recovering back home from broken ribs, Church Family 

Kate Seitz, successful procedure in August, Church Family 

David Singletary, critical health at home, Kathryn Hamm (cousin) 

Johnny Blasi, torn muscle, Church Family 

Armen Sarkissian, dialysis and waiting for kidney transplant, Asya (stepson) 

Luzia, seeking relief with multiple allergies, Steve L. (fiancé) 

David Alan Herbst, 4 stints in heart and is doing better, Herbst Family (son) 

Bret, Chris and Kathy Harris (son-in-law) 

Rev. Ed Bodanske, praise God for a good report, Church Family 

Blake McCreacken, 7-year-old waiting for emergency surgery on a hole in his 

heart, John/Rita (John’s nephew) 

Kara Beldo and other teachers as well as students, in the returning to both in-

person and virtual school, Treasure and Werner Beldo (daughter) 

 

 

Don working behind 

the scenes for online worship 

Social Distance Guidelines 

 Masks must be worn covering nose and mouth at all times 

 Masks will be provided if you do not have one 

 Only the main church doors will be open and for 

contactless entry 

 You’ll be welcomed with touchless temperature check as 

you enter the sanctuary 

 Ushers will give instructions entering and leaving the 

sanctuary as we practice social distancing. 

 Donations can still be mailed, given online or dropped in 

the collection plate, located in the narthex, as you leave 

worship 

 If you must use the restroom, we ask you to spray 

appropriate areas with the disinfectant spray after usage 

 Continue to send prayers via email or on our church 

Facebook page 

 After worship the sanctuary will be disinfected as well our 

janitorial service will continue to clean Friday evenings 

 Please do not come if you’re feeling ill in any way 

 


