
 

 

 

 

April 2021 Edition 
 

“I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out,” (Luke 19:40). Jesus is responding to those 
Pharisees who were trying to quite the mouths of his disciples and silence the voices all around who 
were shouting “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord” (v.38).  There was an 
abundance of celebration on that first “Palm Sunday” two thousand years ago, and there will be much 
celebration once again this Sunday as we celebrate our King who comes to us each year on the dusty 
roads in our lives, meets us in our darkest hour 
like Mary Magdalene in the garden, and offers 
new life and empowers us all like the original 
disciples to go forth sharing the Good News 
Christ is Risen! Although it has been a difficult 
and strange year for most of us and COVID19 
has touched us all in one way or another, 
ironically several families and individuals have 
felt closer to Christ than ever as our 
circumstances have caused us to lean on Him 
and also recognize our need for each other. 
Therefore, we have lots to celebrate this 
season as Jesus is our hope in life and death. 
At FMCC we will not allow those stones to 
shout out! 
 
This past January, Grace A. and I discussed 
not only recruiting a couple other vocalists from Florida Gulf Coast University to form a rotating 
Sunday worship soloist schedule, but also with the possibility of forming a small ensemble of students 
on special occasions. While I teased her that the other vocalists would need the names Faith, Hope, 
and Love, our church will be pleased with Grace, Susie, and Ricardo. Or, as Johnny Blasi enjoys 
saying in worship: “Amazing” Grace, “Spectacular” Susie, and “Remarkable” Ricardo. While being 
mind-folded of social-distancing, all three students from Florida Gulf Coast University will be joining us 
for both Palm Sunday as well as Easter Sunday as we celebrate the church’s most holy season of the 
year. We will not have to worry about the stones shouting out because we will have beautiful music 
throughout our service. The ensemble will sing some of the most known and your favorite hymns for 
Palm Sunday and Easter. Also, let’s not forget that Lauryn K. continues to be recorded once a month 
as she primarily sings our special music.  
 
Speaking of Lauryn K. and her amazing talent, I’ve been anticipating to share with everyone that we 
will host a fundraiser for the Gladiolus Food Pantry featuring Lauryn K. and our beloved pianist Dr. 
Asya. T. This will be an event you will not want to miss as you will hear the works of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Stephen Sondheim, and Lauren Daigle.  Additionally, we will sprinkle in some of your 
favorite classic Christian hymns such as How Great Thou Art and Be Thou My Vision, and a few 
others. Also, Asya will play a classic piece.  Mark your calendar for Friday, April 9, at 11am, and be 
sure to bring a friend as all donations will support our local food pantry. 
 
Friends, let us have a meaningful Holy Week and I pray this continues throughout the entire season of 
Easter.  
 
-Zach



 

 
 

 

 

Join us for an afternoon with songs of FAITH, LOVE, and HOPE! 

Friday, April 9, at 11am. Donations go towards the local pantry 

 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Donna Fielding    Apr 6 

Elaine Maley    Apr 10 

John Battazzo     Apr 14 

Ron Bly    Apr 15 

Dee Shrock    Apr 15 

Anna comer    Apr 16 

Dr. Al Day    Apr 24 

 

Prayers and Praise to God from the Past Month 
Tom, recovering from back surgery, Joyce Turney (son) 

Gregg, praise God that he is in remission, Naomi Kratzer (son) 

Sharla Davidson, fell off bike and resting broken patella and swollen knee, 

Church Family 

John Battazzo, back home from surgery at Mofitt, Church Family 

Furrow and Cusack Families, in the sudden death of Martha Furrow’s 

daughter-in-law Janet Furrow, Church Family 

Elizabeth Jones and Family, in the death of Barbara Jones, Church Family 

Kathy Coates, recovering from a car accident this past month, Church Family  

Chet and Joy George, recently came down with COVID19, Kathy Harris 

(friends) 

Randy and Jeremy Parish, kidney transplant, Steve Larson (friend) 

Ellie Fox, Gulf Coast Hospital, Lori Summers (boyfriend’s mother) 

Ernest and Armen Sarkissian kidney transplant is now scheduled for May 5, at 

Mofitt, Asya T. (husband and stepson) 

April Turton, recovering from shoulder surgery, Church Family 

Joanne Minor, Church Family 

Logan Lauderback, recovering from cancer surgery on the jaw, Bob Herbst 

(friend) 

Kate Seitz, new asthma issues, Church Family 

Victoria, praise God for friends’ daughter in Brazil who has been released from 

hospital and doing better, Johnny Blasi 

Ricardo Rivera will be our live 

vocalist on Good Friday. One of 

the songs Ricardo will be singing 

is a soloist version of the famous 

hymn Were You There When 

They Crucified the Lord” The 

service is on April 2, at 6pm.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


