
 

 

 

 

 

January 2021 Edition 
Like every New Year, there are quotes and memes saying good-bye to the previous year and 

welcoming the new one. However, this week, I’ve noticed more and more memes and sayings that go 
something like “First Rule of 2021: Never talk about 2020”. Or, another one “I’m not buying a 2021 planner 
until I see a trailer.”  Each one of us has been directly or at least indirectly hit by the ongoing pandemic. 
The Washington Post, asked readers to describe 2020 in one word or phrase, and they received over 
2,000 responses. The following were the top three responses: iii. Exhausted, ii. Lost, and i. Chaotic. I’m 
certain most of us can agree with some variation of each of those words, but let’s try not to dwell on such 
negativity and muster up some hope. 

 
Instead I want to offer another word that might not make the top three or even top ten on any 

noteworthy newspaper. Here it goes… GRATITUDE! In fact, from a Biblical understanding, it’s often that 
gratitude grows out of seasons of hardship. Even more, gratitude can be found and mature in seasons of 
difficulties more than seasons of blessings.  In the very beginning of the Book of Genesis, when all was 
“formless and empty, and dark” we initially read about God’s Spirit sweeping across the waters bringing 
life. Quite often we discover God’s Spirit sweeping over us when we find ourselves in those same 
conditions and then we respond in gratitude!  Or, in Jesus’ own ministry, recall the story of Jesus healing 
the lepers. Being a leper had not only a long host of physical, but also social consequences as this disease 
would force those infected to live away from their community and be marked as indifferent. So when Jesus 
does the unthinkable as He approaches and heals the lepers, this miracle leads to gratitude. Sadly, Jesus 
even remarks on the response or should I say lack of response as the great majority did not have eyes to 
recognize it. Sure, they all knew they were healed but only one leper fully expressed their thankfulness and 
awe with praise back to Jesus. 

 
Friends let us be a church that recognizes and appreciates the beauty in all that we graciously have 

been given both individually and collectively. At our church we have been blessed beyond measure with 
new and talented worship leaders while only paying our musicians a fraction of the talent and energy they 
offer our beautiful church. While we miss everyone being together in the sanctuary, some of the most 
passionate and finest quality of worship has been in the past eight months due to these musicians and our 
newest and one of our brightest liturgist-Johnny B.  Specifically, we are thankful for Lauryn and Asya week-
in and week-out bringing us a range of classic hymns as well as contemporary songs that speak to our 
hearts.  We are also thankful for Jonathan R., during the holidays, who again recorded a handful of your 
favorite traditional hymns. Also, I’m encouraged and thankful that Grace has agreed to play a much larger 
role and is recording many dynamic contemporary songs for upcoming worship. Let’s not forget how God 
has blessed us with Don who has worked tirelessly so that everyone has a chance to participate live at 
10:30 worship whether in-person or at home.  

 
We have the choice to put our hands in the air and simply be discouraged by the many challenges 

or we continue to look at this as a time full of opportunity, growth, and believe that God is doing a new 
thing (Isaiah 43:19)!  Unfortunately, there will be many churches our size that already have or will close 
their doors before this pandemic reaches some kind of end. As we begin our stewardship campaign we will 
not only have a chance to survive, but thrive as we say YES! Whether you are worshipping in-person or at 
home, this is our time to express gratitude as we prayerfully make our commitments to 2021-22 Pledge 
Drive. Let’s say YES! 

 Yes, we continue to believe God has exciting plans at Fort Myers Christian Church! 
 Yes, we choose to be generous as we plan to not only support our traditional budget, but also the 

added expenses in worship allowing excellence in music and allowing a quality stream as we reach 
our members’ home and outreach in the community. 



 

January Birthdays 

Bob Skaggs   January 11 

Steve Weaver   January 13 

Scott Hamm   January 17 

Steve Larson   January 20 

Millie Dalrymple  January 21 

Roy Dalrymple   January 23 

Art Napoli   January 31 

 

 January Anniversaries 

Roy and Millie Dalrymple  January 24 

Bob and Hildur Skaggs   January 31 

Prayers and Praise to God 
John Battazzo, beginning treatment at Moffitt cancer Hospital, Church Family 

Leon and Mary Ann Beaty, praise that their son, Jeff, did not have a stroke 

and is doing better, Church Family 

Ruth Gamache, moved out of Brookdale Independent Living and moving 

closer to her son, Church Family 

Sal and Rainy Genovese, in the passing of Sal’s son-in-law’s sister, Samantha 

Marie, who passed away young from breast cancer, Church Family 

Dean Brown, praise for successful outpatient surgery last week, Church Family 

Betty Johnston, waiting to hear back from heart appointment, Church Family 

Kate Seitz, praise for treatment and overall great recovering from the Mayo 

Clinic, Church Family  

Elaine Maley, recent diagnosis of skin cancer, Church Family  

Fay, out of the hospital but continues to need prayers for recovery, Rita Azer 

(sister) 

Shirley Fizer, back home from the hospital, Church Family 

Jodi Wray, recovering after heart surgery, Shirley Fizer (friend) 

Gregg Hughes, waiting for a biopsy, Naomi (son) 

Joey Lee, continues to battle Leukemia, Church Family 

Armen Sarkissian, dialysis and waiting for kidney transplant, Asya T. 

(stepson) 

All students and teachers/professors going back to classes after the winter break 

 

 

Asya, Lauryn, Jonathan, Steve, and Grace, blessed us with our 

Christmas Carols this past year. To view the virtual Christmas 

carols, other previous worship services, or live recordings, visit 

our NEW stream at disciplesfm.org and click Sundays 10:30 

Live.  

Outreach 

This year we will 

continue to support the 

Gladiolus Food Pantry 

collecting non-perish 

items for “Soup-er” 

Bowl Sunday. There 

will be a tote in the 

narthex you can drop 

off before worship or 

come by the office 

throughout the week. 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, Dec.27, was extra special 

having not only Lauryn live for the 

first time in over eight months, but 

also we were blessed with Lauryn’s 

best friend, Emily. Lauryn will also 

be LIVE in worship the next two 

weeks: 1.3 and 1.10. 


