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This past Tuesday a colleague and I carpooled to Venice for a district clergy 
gathering.  Although we have been meeting on and off throughout the pandemic, this time looked and 
felt much different. I sarcastically confess, “You will never believe what made this experience much 
more meaningful and engaging than other previous meetings?”  We actually met not only in-person, 
but also inside a restaurant, no masks, handshakes, and I even received a hug from our Florida 
Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. Betsy Goehrig. Remember those days? None of us would had thought or 
been able to do this a year ago as we were demonstrating our love of God and neighbor following 
social distancing guidelines.  While being thankful for technology and the numerous ways it has 
allowed us to stay connected, I was reminded of the power of presence.  Perhaps this is worth noting 
again… the power of presence. In fact, you can take away our iPhones or iPads or other devices, and 
chances are we will eventually learn to cope and be happy.  But, this cannot hold true if we take away 
human contact for too long. Theologians and scientists can both agree that we are meant to be 
together and we strive better together. 
 
Sitting among a handful of clergy and hearing a few stories, I caught myself once or twice drifting off 
thinking about how far we have come as a congregation. Furthermore, I felt overwhelmed with the 
warmth and grace each of you have showed hanging in during such an uncertain time when it might 
had been easy to just be frustrated and express distaste. I’m especially thankful for the guidance of 
our Reopening the Church Task Force Team which was composed of the Executive Team as well as 
Dean, Johnny, and Harry. Approximately every three weeks we met to prayerfully discuss how to 
wisely and safely move forward considering our congregation’s makeup. From surveying the 
congregation and having solely pre-recorded online worship with Lauryn K. and Asya leading music, to 
eventually reopening back to in-person worship and creating a safe environment and social-distancing 
guidelines, and to each week bringing in vocalists from Florida Gulf Coast University.  And, yes, to 
following the new CDC recommendation that most individuals (worshippers) who are vaccinated no 
longer need to wear masks inside or outside. Keep in mind we are still live streaming the worship 
service and greatly respect everyone’s individual choice on wearing or not wearing a mask.  
 
As I reflect and type this out, it’s amazing how far we have come together. Like many of you, there 
were a few times I certainly thought we were going to open the doors sooner to in-person worship 
and/or would have liked to have been two steps ahead checking off some “imaginary list” of what it 
meant to get back to “normal.” At the same time, God doesn’t call us back but always forward in God’s 
right timing and nudges us beyond where we just were.  Even though we don’t always know where we 
will precisely land, since we made it this far, we can all be confident that God is not finished with our 
beautiful church filled with such beautiful people. Despite where we land, we are in God’s holy hands 
and the Good News is that we have always been in those almighty, merciful and graceful palms. 
 
In the upcoming weeks, please continue to be patient as we cautiously move forward with some new 
things as well as old things we cherish. Speaking of that, do you remember sitting, laughing, and 
sharing a meal with friends in the fellowship hall? Do you remember gathering together for our 
quartering Bag of Hope as we bagged rice and beans for the Gladiolus Food Pantry? Do you 
remember all the times having fun and being the church in mission? Well, I know our Outreach Chair, 
Chana Weaver and her husband, Steve, have been diligently working behind the scenes making some 
tentative plans for the near future, and Chana definitely already has my vote! In the meantime, let’s 
enjoy one another’s presence in worship, give God thanks for bringing us thus far, and be hopeful 
about the future. 
                                                                                                                       Moving Forward Together! 
                                                                                                                                                               -Zach



 
 

 

 

 

Prayers and Praise to God from the Past Month 
Paulette Idol, recovering from multiple strokes at Lee Health and she will be moving 

to North Carolina on June 4, Church Family  

Rev. Dr. Jim Carpenter, upcoming heart catheterization at Gulf Coast Hospital, 

Church Family 

Dr. Asya Teruni, Church Family 

John Blasi Sr., upcoming MRI on his back, Church Family 

Ron Johnston, urinary infection, Church Family 

Ernest and Armen Sarkissian, praise God for successful kidney transplant, Dr. Asya 

(husband and stepson) 

Austin Clark, addiction, Shirley Fizer (nephew) 

Alesia Clark, peace and guidance, Shirley Fizer (Austin’s mother) 

Minnie Crouch, in hospital, Shirley Fizer (friend) 

Richard Maley, surgery on tumors, Elaine M. (brother) 

Blake, back at home after heart surgery, John Battazzo (great nephew) 

John Battazzo, praise for good results thus far from MOFITT, Church Family 

Karen Burns, in the passing of Burton Fry, Church Family (friend) 

Rev. Ed Bodanske, prayers for strength and good health, Church Family 

Bob and Hildur Skaggs, new address 1499 South Brandywine Circle Apt 427, Fort 

Myers, FL 33919 

Beverly Walden, new address 12 Lemmon Dr., Columbia, MO, 65201 

 

Special thanks to Johnny B., who has always brought 

a warm smile, cheerful Spirit, and word of encourage, 

leading worship throughout our pandemic and 

beyond. 
 

 

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

 

Lindsey Hanna  June 5 

Karen Burns   June 16 

Mary Rubin   June 17 

Shirley Fizer   June 25 

 

Anniversaries 

Scott and Kathryn Hamm June 2 

Chris and Kathy Harris June 30 

 

OUTREACH 

 

Beginning on Sunday, June 

20 there will be a bin in the 

narthex to support back-to-

school at Tanglewood 

Elementary.  There is a 

special request for backpacks 

as the need is great.  Place 

your donations of backpacks, 

school supplies, socks and 

underwear no later than 

Sunday, July 25.   

Thanks for your continued 

support! 

-Chana W. 

 


