
 

 

 

 

March 2021 Edition 
As we were closing the last page of the book Clifford the Big Red Dog, Colton said to me: “Daddy, 
before we go to bed let’s build a paper airplane.” I was humbled for the next minute and twenty-seven 
seconds as we watched a YouTube video on how to properly create the perfect airplane (which did not 
come out so perfect). Nevertheless, after what seemed like an hour and twenty-seven minutes of 
folding the paper, turning the paper, even a little scotch taping the paper (did I already mention it did 
not come out perfect?) we found ourselves soaring airplanes throughout the house. Colton eventually 
said good night and went on to say “let’s make paper boats tomorrow, daddy.”  
  
This Sunday, we will not be tossing paper airplanes nor creating paper boats, but just as a paper boat 
can float downstream from one driveway to another on a little rain, we will celebrate God’s abundant 
love that is never static, is always enough, and is already streaming across the globe blessing others. 
Each year the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) dedicates time to celebrate what is called Week of 
Compassion but do not let the name trick you as if this is a one-time ministry. The following is taken 
from www.weekofcompassion.org  “Week of compassion is more than a week. It is a ministry of the 
whole Church, reaching those in need ‘around the world, around the year.’ Any time we respond to a 
need in the world, we bear witness to the unity of our table, faithfully 
sharing the gifts that we have as an expression of Christ’s love. In working 
together with partners, we represent the Disciples of Christ commitment to 
unity, making our resources reach farther and growing our impact on a 
global scale.” 
 
As we give towards the Week of Compassion, we are offering our 
resources to float down God’s stream of love, trickling from our driveways 
to others’ villages as together we make a real difference in the lives of 
many people. For instance, the Week of Compassion was able to bless the lives of numerous folks 
when Central America was smashed by the two consecutive Hurricanes-Eta and Lota. Yet, the people 
of Nicaragua experienced God’s love flowing downstream and manifested through the immediate relief 
including food aid, hygiene kits, psychosocial support and COVID-19 protective equipment to more 
than 1,000 families in shelters and communities that could not evacuate. Furthermore, in January, 
God’s love continued to flow as there have been ongoing programs which are helping with house 
repairs, agriculture recovery and rehabilitation of damaged water and sanitation systems and 
infrastructure. 
 
In the 49th Chapter of Isaiah, we read about a time when God will call His people back home from 
exile and restore them.  Sounds a little familiar, huh? As we keep reading, God would push Israel to no 
longer care for just themselves but their responsibilities extended beyond its own boundaries. In other 
words, Israel and (I’m convinced us) are called to extend and embody compassion to others. Isaiah 
49:8-12 “Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty, shade from the sun, shelter from the wind, For the 
Compassionate One guides them, takes them to the best springs. I’ll make all my mountains into 
roads, turn them into a superhighway. Look: These coming from far countries, and those, out of the 
north, these streaming in from the west, and those from all the way down the Nile!” 
 
Friends, the above is not only a beautiful picture but also God’s ultimate desire. My question is “can 
you see it?” Can you hear God’s stream of love flowing from one street to another and one country to 
another? If so, let’s continue to trust God with our gifts as we float them down the stream knowing that 
hearts will be transformed and lives will be impacted in concrete ways. Please be sure to mark your 
checks and generously give towards Week of Compassion.  
-Zach

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/


Gladious Food Pantry Training, (taken) Feb.18 

 
 

 

                      Songs of Hope, Unity, and Peace: 
Friday, March 5, 2021 at noon, at St. Leo Catholic Church 

Support the Harry Chapin Foodbank 

Lauryn Kay will be one of the two featured vocalists 

Works of: Copland, Debussy, Schumann, Bernstein, & more 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries  

Dean Brown              Mar. 5 

Shirley Casady              Mar. 15 

Steve and Chana Weaver  Mar.17  

Kathy Harris              Mar. 21 

Prayers and Praise to God 
John Battazzo, surgery on March 10, at Mofitt, Church Family 

April Turtle, recovering from shoulder surgery on Feb. 24, Church Family 

Joanne Minor, Church Family 

Kate Seitz, new asthma issues, Church Family 

Rev. John Vickers, recovering well from prostate surgery, Church Family 

Tim Lewis, recent stroke, Sydney Alexander (friend) 

Richard, friend’s son who has pancreatic cancer, Sharla Davidson 

Viv, recovering from breast cancer surgery on Feb.24, Joyce Turney 

Mace Harris, hospice care at a nursing facility, Chris Harris (father) 

Nadia Pennycooke and family, in the passing of Nadia’s father Earl, Johnny B. 

(friend) 

Victoria, friend’s daughter in Brazil who is currently intubated with COVID, 

Johnny B. 

Gregg, doing much better after stroke, Naomi Kratzer (son) 

Ernest and Armen Sarkissian kidney transplant is now scheduled for May 5, at 

Mofitt, Asya T. (husband and stepson) 

 Annual Congregational Meeting 

Join us on Sunday, March 21, directly after worship in the 

sanctuary. If you are unable to attend in-person, you will be 

available to participate via Zoom. 

 

Throughout the month of February, the Gladiolus Food Pantry 

had great turnouts for all four of their training dates at the 

church. To learn more about the Gladiolus Food Pantry, please 

visit their website at www.gladiolusfoodpantry.org 

 

March Outreach 
Again this year we will be collecting new and gently used books to 

support Reading Pals. The books we collect will be sent home with 

kindergarten and first grade students for their summer reading.  If 

you would like to participate, a bin will be placed in the narthex in 

March for your donations.  A suggested book list can also be found 

in the narthex.  If you're not able to shop but would like to 

participate, earmark your financial donation and Chana Weaver will 

do the shopping for you. A suggested list of books is on the left 

side. 
 


