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       "HANDS OF CHRIST- A NUANCED APPROACH "  

 Just two weeks ago, I completed my Lewis Fellowship which was an ecumenical program 
on Church Leadership based in Washington, D.C.. This was a time of group learning through 
leadership lectures, visiting a variety of church sites and talking to their pastors, and other 
leadership development.  While there were numerous benefits from the Fellowship, one of the 
most eye-opening aspects was simply remembering and having a better appreciation that faithful 
and fruitful ministry often looks different depending on one’s context. That is, when you take in a 
congregation’s rich heritage and traditions, location, values, demographics, and congregation life 

cycle, all these contribute to a congregation’s culture and what ministry might look like. As a Lewis Fellow, we witnessed 
that a multi-culture UMC in Miami composed of 17 different ethnicities looks much different from a nearby Episcopal 
Church. Or, a Disciples of Christ Church in Kansas City can function different than an American Baptist Church in Washington, 
D.C.. Let us not forget two churches of the same denomination can even look vastly different within the same city.   
     While there was definitely no cookie-cutter answer, there was certainly some common ground among the striving 
churches.   
 One, they were clear on their mission which they all boiled down to leaders and congregates understanding that 

reaching new people is first priority. In short, they breathe, think, and do ministry with an outsider perspective.    
 Two, just as the article from January 5, from the USA Today called “Tiny Churches, Big Hopes: Some Thrive Despite the 

Odds”, you could see the churches that are moving forward take risk and are not afraid to fail, embrace change, are 
innovative, and are not afraid to renovate themselves. 

 Three, each church was not constrained by their structures and systems, but created systems that worked best for their 
specific contexts and ministries.   

     Speaking of systems, there is a man name John Wesley whom I’m exceptionally familiar with in my background in 
Methodism. Often times people relate Wesley to starting a new denomination, being a powerful, innovative preacher as he 
moved from speaking in the high pulpit to the fields and was a circuit rider. However, much more than being some great 
speaker, Wesley was well known for creating systems or methods for discipleship, which eventually coined the term 
Methodism.   
     The current executive team is building upon the work of the former team, as we move forward, creating a new approach 
for how some of our ministry teams/committees are structured.  While we will still have a few committees, the majority of 
them will be combined in what we will call the Hands of Christ Team. Everyone in the congregation is invited and 
encouraged to attend the quarterly meetings. During the quarterly meetings, we plan to have finger food and discuss all 
ministries, topics, and new ideas related to outreach, evangelism, congregational life, and communication. Keep in mind, as 
old and new ministries and projects take off, their respected committees are still encouraged to meet individually such as 
Fall Fest, Rummage Sale, and Craft Fair. The executive committee is optimistic that this new approach will provide a way for 
more people to be involved as well as a method to be more effective and efficient of people’s time together. If you have any 
question, feel free to contact me, or our moderator Dean Brown. 

effective and efficient of people’s time together. If you have any question, feel free to contact me, or our 
moderator Dean Brown. 
           Peace, 

 
  
Sunday, 5/1 
 10:30 am Worship 
 Coffee Hour 
Monday, 5/2 
 7:00 pm Gulf Shore Singles Club 

Wednesday, 5/4 
 11:30 am Sonshine Card Club  
  6:45 pm Choir Practice 
Thursday, 5/5 National Day of Prayer 
Friday, 5/6 
 10:00 am-12:30 pm Crafters 4 Christ 
 

Sunday, 5/8 Potluck ~ Mother’s Day 
 10:30 am Worship 
 Potluck Fellowship Hall following worship  
Tuesday, 5/10 
 7:00 pm Board Meeting 
Wednesday, 5/11 
 11:30 am Sonshine Card Club 
   6:45 pm Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, 5/15 Pentecost Special Offering 
   10:30 am Worship 
 Coffee Hour after service 
 2:00-4:00 pm Voice Recital Rehearsal 
Monday, 5/16 
 7:00 pm Gulf Shore Singles Club 
Tuesday, 5/17 
 7:00 pm  Corvette Club 
Wednesday, 5/18 
 11:30 am Sonshine Card Club 
 6:45 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, 5/20 
  8:00 am Men’s Breakfast  
 10:00 am-12:30 pm Crafters 4 Christ 
 6:00-9:00pm Piano Recital Outside Use 
Sunday, 5/22 Pentecost Special Offering 
 10:30 am Worship 
 Coffee Hour after service 
Wednesday, 5/25 
 11:30 am Sonshine Card Club 
 6:45 pm Choir Practice 
Friday, 5/27 
 Chalice 
 
Sunday, 5/29 
 10:30 am Worship 
 Coffee Hour after service 
Monday, 5/30 Memorial Day  
 Office closed 
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A Disciples of Christ Congregation 

5916 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919 

All Are Welcome . . . Come As You Are 

Reverend Zach Seitz 
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SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Blake Snyder, USAF, Anna Comer 
Christopher Reithmann, Captain in USMC, friends of Karen & Bill Brainard 
John M. Barnett, Lance Corporal USMC, Grandson of  George & Donna Briggs; assigned to  
 Camp Pendleton, CA 
Ryan McClain, Ensign in US Navy; Grandson of Mary Helen McClain 

 Stationed on USS George HW Bush, Norfolk, VA; 
Patrick Evans, 2nd Class Petty Officer, US Navy, Grandson of  Pat Brown 

 Stationed in Norfolk, VA   
Justin Nell,  2nd Lieutenant in Army Reserves; Grandson of Pat Brown 
Jake Lowry, Captain, MPH, Nephew of Bob & Wanda Milligan MS US Army Veterinary Corps, 
 Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Science,   
Daniel Tipton,  US Army, stationed in Germany, and 

Anthony Tipton, US Coast Guard, Grandsons of Anne Tipton stationed in USA. 
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As we pray daily, please keep the 

following people in your  prayers: 
 
 

Among our own: Lee Camps, Tom Camps, Wanda 
Milligan, Jean Bannister, Frank Merideth, Mary 
Kensinger, Mary McClain, Michele Cooper 
Cora Armstrong & family of Clyde Lundy,  
Family of Vickie Brennan; Tom Brennan 
Nancy Brennan 
Louise Golicic & family 
Richard Mashburn, Nancy Brennan  
Bill Yaneillo, Tom Brennan 
Frank Greenwich, Luan Dunham 
Johnny & Tonia Hargrove, Shirley Fizer 
Tim Hupp, Virginia Parsons 
Mike Robinson, Lil Robinson 
Holly Lundy, Cora Armstrong 
Andrew & Chrisy Eunpu, Dean Brown 
Laurie Clemens, Karla Simpson 
Lori Summers 
Wade Nye 
Amber Adams, Diane Bodanske 
Victoria Williams, Richard Schwartz, Dona Rendlen 
Sonny Crouse, Patricia Romano, Danny Trousdale; 
Hope Fizer, John Fenlon; Shirley Fizer 
Charlotte Larson, Steve Larson 
Jim Lem & Helene, Louise Golicic 
Nick F., Michele Cooper 
Kenny Workinger, Jarret Woodby, Sharon  Rimes 
Richard, Paulette Idol 
Ernie Harbo, Wanda Milligan 
Jim & Joy Hemersback, Anna Comer 
Linda McIntosh: Ruth Gamache 
Tyler Regier, Sharon Schaaff 
Ava Nebbia; Bob Nebbia 
Carol Ulbrich, Greg Kerle, Alex, Elaine Maley 
Mason Jones & Patrick Hennessy; Elizabeth Jones, 
Barbara Jones 
Emmitt & Children, TJ, Mark Tipton; Anne Tipton 
USA, & those serving in the Military, Syrian Refugees 
Earthquake victims in Japan & Ecuador  

FMCC PRAYER WALL 
 

     
           

           We will be having our second 

Hymn Fest at the church on our fifth 

Sunday. Similar to last time, towards the 

end of the worship service there will be a 

dedicated time to shout out any of your 

favorite hymns for everyone to sing.   

The choir is planning to break for the summer 

beginning June.                                                                              

                                       Blessings,  

Dr. Asya Teruni  

MUSICAL NOTES 

Asya Teruni 

     As we enter the month of May and the temperature 

begins to rise, we are going to be heating up worship 

with lots of exciting plans. First, we will be finishing 

our post-Easter sermon series called Your Move: 

Practical steps to experience that abundant life. It’s my 

prayer that each of you recognize that new life can 

begin now as we strive toward taking concrete steps 

which allow us to experience that abundant life. 

Second, on Mother’s Day, there will be a brief moment 

in the beginning of worship as we celebrate Mother’s 

Day and even have some good, old-fashion fun!  

     I’m excited about our message on 5.22 which I will 

share an experience in a recent ministry trip in 

Washington, D.C.  Finally, we look forward to our 

second Hymn Fest on May 29. See Musical Notes for 

details. 

 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦   
 

WEEKLY SERMON SCHEDULE 
  

5.1.16  Your Move “Humility”   

5.8.16  Your Move “Forgiveness” 

5.15.16 Your Move “Joy” 

5.22.16 God’s Home 

5.29.16 Memorial Day & Hymn Fest 

WORSHIP MATTERS 

ONGOING CONCERNS: 
Ruth Mason 
Ruth Bowlin  
Margarete Gray (Chris Thompson)   
Doug Jones 
Ann Lang 
Jane Swartz 
Barbara Bruce (Bob & Peggy Bruce)    
Becky McWorder (Mary McClain’s daugh-
ter)  
Ruth Munsell  

 

BOARD MEETING  

TUESDAY,  MAY 10 ♦ 7 PM  

All officers, ministry team leaders, elders and deacons are  

          encouraged to attend. The Board meeting is open to all.   

YOUR CHURCH COMMUNITY  

MINISTER 
Rev. Zach Seitz 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Dr. Asya Teruni 
 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kathi Kensinger 

CHURCH BOOKKEEPER 
Lori Vitello-Summers 
 

OFFICERS  
Moderator: Dean Brown 

 sdeanbrown@comcast.net 

Vice Moderator: Cora Armstrong 

 corarmstrng@gmail.com 

Secretary: Steve Larson 

 sdlgolfs@aol.com 

Treasurer: Harry Rubin 

 MARYHARRYR@aol.com 

Financial Secretary: Ed Bodanske 

 edbogdan@yahoo.com 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Bob Milligan 

 robert.milligan1931@gmail.com 
      

SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
Elder Chair: Ed Bodanske 

 edbogdan@yahoo.com 

Deacon Chair: Shirley Fizer 

 fizer@comcast.net 
 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 
Worship: Cora Armstrong 

 corarmstrng@gmail.com 

Outreach: Shirley Fizer 

 fizer@comcast.net 

      Evangelism:  Elizabeth Weatherford 

       

      Historian:  Helen Hutchison 

 whutchsn@comcast.net 
 

 

 

FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

5916 Winkler Road 

Ft. Myers, FL  33919 

(239) 437-4330    (239) 437-7992 

fmcc4u@msn.com 

www.disciplesfm.org 

Office hours:  M-F 9am—2pm 
 

 Photography for the May Chalice  

provided by Bob Milligan & Kathi Kensinger. 

Please keep us updated  

on prayer requests and names. 

If your loved one is not on the 

list, please fill out a prayer 

card and  

submit to the office where we 

can keep our prayer list 

current. 

PRAISE 
Wanda Milligan is back home 

now! All wires have been 

removed and she is able to eat 

now! She’s smiling and 

rearing to go! 

ELDERS 
 
Term Ends-March 2017 
Peggy Roley 
Joey Lee 
Barbra Peters 
Bev LaDuke 
Ed LaDuke 
Bill Brainard 
 
Term Ends-March 2018 
Ed Bodanske 
Dean Brown 
Steve Larson 
Hildur Skaggs 
Michele Cooper 
Paulette Idol 
Bob Herbst 
Cora Armstrong 
 
 
Term Ends-March 2019 
Walt Hutchinson 
Helen Hutchinson 
 
 
Emeritus Elders ~  
Tom Camps,  
Frank Meredith 

DEACONS 
 
Term Ends-March 2017 
Jan Laughman 
Rick Laughman 
Art Napoli 
 
 
 
 
Term Ends-March 2018 
Virginia Parsons 
Elaine Maley  
Judy Carson 
Dale Carson 
Wanda Milligan 
Bob Milligan 
Shirley Fizer 
Diane Bodanske  
Harry Rubin  
 
Term Ends-March 2019 
Jean Banister 
Ron Bly 
Janet Herbst 
 
Deacon Emeritus ~  
Pat Brown 
Lee Camps  
Paulette Idol 
  

 

 

MEMORIAL DAY HYMN FEST 

 

Please submit the name /s of loved ones or friends that 

died while serving our country. We will have a special 

time in the service on May 29 to acknowledge these 

soldiers.  
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Words of Sympathy and Acts of Compassion  

FROM THE MODERATOR  

   It is both an exciting challenge to be 

your Moderator - and a concern to follow 

the excellent example of Bill Brainard. We 

have a dynamic church and the current 

leadership is dedicated to moving us 

forward in the service of our Lord. 

     Several months ago we called your 

attention to the fact that - although our spending was 

within the limits set by the budget - we were projecting 

a shortfall of approximately $40,000 in contributions. I 

am proud to report that giving during the last few 

months of our fiscal year picked up to the point that we 

were still short of projected income, the shortfall was 

actually about $18,681. Thank you for all those who 

stepped up. 

     Your Executive Committee met on April 17 for a 

very productive planning session and we will be 

forwarding to you suggestions to make our ministries 

more effective and hopefully more productive in 

bringing more people to Christ. 

     I ask for your prayers and support as we move 

forward in His name. 

                     ~Dean Brown 

SONSHINE CARD CLUB  ♦ WEDNESDAYS 11:30  

The ladies meet weekly for lunch at a local restaurant 

and a card game of Hand & Foot back at the church. 
                           Contact:  Pat Newman 481-1648 
 

 

CRAFTERS 4 CHRIST MEET MAY 6 & 20 ♦  

10:00 AM-12:30 PM   
We welcome all ladies who enjoy making a 

difference in other’s lives through sewing. Items 

sewn are donated to local & worldwide organizations 

in need. Join us in the Fellowship Hall. Bring bag 

lunch if you’d like. 

              Contact: Nancy Brennan or Carol Trompeter 

 

POTLUCK ~ SUNDAY, MAY 8 ~ MOTHER’S DAY 

Join us for a time of fellowship 

and food in the fellowship hall 

following worship. Please bring a 

dish to share! 

Contacts: Judy Carson, Karen 

Brainard, Kate Seitz 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ♦ FRIDAY, MAY 20 ♦ 8AM   

Meet at the Sunflower Café on Summerlin Road. 
          Contact: Bob Skaggs 

For our friends who have lost family members ~ 

 

 Tom & Nancy Brennan; Vickie, Tom’s sister-in-law 

passed away mid April. Services were held in Texas. 

 

 Louise Golicic, whose son passed away. 

 

 Cora Armstrong, whose brother, Clyde, passed 

away of ALS Monday, April 18.  

 

In an attempt to show good stewardship of our 

resources and power bill, beginning in May, the church 

office will be closed on Fridays ~  

POT LUCK  

    As our property ages, we are bound 

to find repairs that are needed. The 

door on the north end of Fellowship 

hall is most likely going to need 

replacing, and the one on the south 

end is in need of paint. Some repairs 

were made to the irrigation system 

this past month.  We did receive a report that our 

Cross out front is in need of repairs, and one of our 

gutters is leaking. 

     Thanks to those that reported these things. If you 

notice anything you can just let me or the office 

know. 

        Thanks,   

~Bill  Brainard 

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU   
 

 

 

 

We both want to thank everyone for their cards, 

letters, visits, concerns, and most importantly, your 

*prayers* ~ they really helped. 

         ~Bob & Wanda Milligan 

 

To my church family~  

“Thank you” for the cards, calls, visits, and prayers 

while I was in therapy at Heartland. A special thanks 

to Zach and Colton.       

     ~Bob Skaggs 

 

We want to thank every one who has sent us cards, 

made visits and remembered us in your prayers. 

    In Christian love, 

    Tom & Lee Camps 

MOTHER 

Your arms were always open when I 

needed a hug.  

Your heart understood when I needed 

a friend.  

Your gentle eyes were stern when I 

needed a lesson.  

Your strength and love has guided me 

and gave me wings to fly. 

   ~ Sarah Malin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR  

NEW MEMBERS~ 
Please extend a warm welcome to 

our new church family members~ 

PROPERTY 

SERVANT’S HAND SUNDAY 

April 10 we celebrated our volunteer Sunday where we  

acknowledged those who gave of their time & talents. It 

was a tribute to our many folks who give of themselves 

inside and outside these walls. It was amazing to see on 

the slideshow all those who’ve given through the years. 

We realize this may not have covered everyone because 

your works were not captured on the camera, but God, 

most importantly, knows! 

Through very generous donations, we were able to 

purchase screens for the worship service.  This 

enables all to see the presentations.  

Sharla Davidson, of 

Richmond, KY, has been 

active with us for several years 

in choir, Crafters for Christ, 

and outreach opportunities. 

Sharla is an art teacher and 

enjoys ceramics as well! 

Elizabeth Weatherford 

Get to know Elizabeth by reading 

more about her on our Ministry 

Team page. 

Bob & Cindy Lagarde 

come to us from Oscoda, MI. 

Cindy was raised as a Disciple, 

and Bob as a Catholic. They enjoy 

their 4 children, 7 grandchildren, 

and 4 grand dogs. Bob is retired 

from Gen Motors and Cindy is 

semi retired administrator at Home 

Care and Hospice. 



CRAFTERS FOR CHRIST ~ C4C 

CONTACTS: NANCY BRENNAN, CAROL TROMPETER, HELEN HUTCHISON 
 

~MINISTRY UPDATE~ 

120 dresses for the Medical Missions Team in Guatemala      12 blankets to Hope Hospice cancer families 
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NEWS FROM THE MINISTRY TEAMS 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY  

CORA ARMSTRONG, TEAM LEADER 

 

      PURPOSE: Oversee tasks that facilitate a 

seamless worship experience.  
 

I hope you all had a chance to attend our 

Easter service last month - it was wonderful. Four new 

members joined our congregation during a beautiful 

service. I could feel Christ smiling at our little church.  

     Mark Sanders did a wonderful job as always; he 

also sang accompaniment to the power point 

presentation of the Celebration of God’s Servants. It 

was very moving, and seeing the pictures of Dee and 

Dick Shrock who were so involved in Outreach 

brought tears to my eyes.  

     Shirley Fizer and I want to plan something special 

and fun for Mother’s Day, if you have any suggestions 

please let us know. 

May you all enjoy your summer, stay cool and keep 

praying! 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

ED BODANSKE 
 

     MARCH OFFERINGS  
            Budget   $17,313.50 

 Overall  $19,856.38  

      

Flowers (includes Easter lilies)      $ 364.88  

Soup Kitchen         $ 200 

Crafters 4 Christ    $   35 

Special Easter Offering  $ 505 

Building     $ 450 

 

God is praised by the generosity of our group of 

Disciples.   

EVERYDAY CAFÉ  

JAN & RICK LAUGHMAN, TEAM 

LEADERS 
 

WISH LIST FOR EVERYDAY CAFÉ  

Hand can opener, Canned: tuna, 

Vienna sausages,  

Canned: soup, fruit, milk, Ramen 

noodles, Hamburger Helper 

***Consider the buy-one-get-one-free items and  

 donate one to CCMI.*** 

 

 

 

 

Please place food donations INSIDE the cupboard in 

the kitchen. Please continue to support this important 

ministry with food and monetary donations.  

APRIL 

92-100# FOOD    

EVANGELISM MINISTRY 
ELIZABETH WEATHERFORD, TEAM 

LEADER 

PURPOSE: Create an evangelical 

culture within the church by 

intentionally reaching and inviting 

people to FMCC. (DoC) 
 

My name is Elizabeth 

Weatherford and I have been attending Fort 

Myers Christian Church for several months, and 

became a member on Easter Sunday. I have two 

young children, whom you have probably seen, 

or at least heard. I was recently hired as a full 

time instructor at Florida Gulf Coast University, 

and I feel as though my experience working with 

young people, and especially young adults, will 

be beneficial in my new role on the Evangelism 

coordinator. I fell in love with the Disciples 

Church, and this church, and I am looking 

forward to showing others what a wonderful, 

spiritual, and welcoming place we have at 

FMCC. 

OUTREACH MINISTRY  

SHIRLEY FIZER, TEAM LEADER 

 

This is a sad time of the year when our seasonal church families 

head north. Our church looks somewhat emptier. But, there will be 

joy when they return in the fall. Our prayers are with them and 

hope they have a great summer.  

While we had a "full house" in April, everyone 

worked hard to bring in the items needed for the 

"body & soul" bags. It was a huge success! Pastor Zach, Cora Armstrong, Taylor 

Hargrove, and I delivered bags to the Salvation Army, Soup Kitchen and the Women's 

Abuse Center. They were all very appreciative. Once again, I thank each and everyone 

for your always giving and helping. Happy Mother’s Day!  

                                                                                                            

May God bless each of you. 

FROM THE HEARTS & HANDS OF 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA  TO 

THEIRS IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

PENTECOST SPECIAL OFFERING   

SUNDAYS, MAY 15 & 22 

New church movement starting 1,000 new 

churches in 1,000 ways.  

For more info visit www.hopepmt.org 

Off to Guatemala with a 

medical team of 4 taking 

a total of 134 dresses. 


