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Monday, 5/1 
   7:00 pm Gulf Shore Singles Club 

Wednesday, 5/3 
   7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Friday, 5/5 
              10:00 am-12:30 pm Crafters 4 Christ 
  
Sunday, 5/7  SUNDAY FUNDAY  
 10:30 am Worship 
 6:00-8:00 pm Movie & Game Night 
Wednesday, 5/10 
   7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Saturday 5/13  
 Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall Reserved for Piano 
Recital 
Sunday, 5/14 POTLUCK MOTHER’S DAY 
 10:30 am Worship 
 Potluck Fellowship Hall following worship  
Monday, 5/15 
   7:00 pm Gulf Shore Singles Club 
Tuesday, 5/16 
   7:00 pm  Corvette Club 
Wednesday, 5/17 
   7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Friday, 5/19 
  8:00 am Men’s Breakfast  
 10:00 am-12:30 pm Crafters 4 Christ 
 
 
 

“Flight: Ready for Take Off” 
 

    

     Airports… This is a place you might experience both the excitement from taking 
off to your destination as well as the stress of everything that goes before hand. That 
is, purchasing the ticket online, the great joy of packing bags and making sure 
nothing exceeds the maximum weight, arriving to the airport 
exactly two hours early (does everyone still do this?) Even if 

you have have already printed or have an e-ticket on your cell phone, you still 
get the wonderful opportunity to take off your shoes and belt as you go through 
security, and just maybe you’re lucky enough to get searched. Subsequently, 
you have to practically run to the gate or you might be run over. Well, traveling 
with the Bethany Fellows this past week, I found myself at the airport reflecting 
and thinking “Everyone is going somewhere.” Although this might not be the 
most profound, intellectual statement you have ever heard, just think about it for 
a minute: “We are all going somewhere.” 
     On a very practical level, there were people in the airport traveling for 
various occasions: business meetings, weddings and honeymoons, funerals, 
vacations, and maybe someone traveling to just get away. People were also traveling to a variety of 
places: Phoenix, AZ, Kansas City, MO, Washington, D.C., Cleveland, Ohio, Canada, and several dozen 
other places according to the monitors. By just doing some good, old-fashioned people watching, (don’t 
judge me too much), it would appear that people were traveling who had joy, sadness, excitement, 
emptiness, and numerous other emotions and thoughts were possibly going through their mind.  Then, 
as I finally had a chance to sit down and look a little closer, I noticed that a few people were in a large 
group of coworkers, others with family, and others with a spouse or friend, and a few people were 
traveling alone.  
     This month will mark the third year my family and I have been part of your church family.  I merely 
wanted to use this article to say thank you for allowing us to travel with you the past three years. It’s 
been a joy and a great privilege to serve and lead Fort Myers Christian Church and I look forward to 
another year together. Kate especially thanks you for showing grace that allows her to be active in the 
church, but also fulfill her calling as a nurse.  Additionally, Kate and I are blessed for everyone being so 
generous to our children. 
     During the past three years together, we have experienced a lot. Sure, we have lost some faithful 
parishioners and friends. Sure, like most mainline churches, have had some budget cuts. However, yes, 
we have gained some new members. Yes, we have started some new ministries such as the Camps 
Memorial Garden and Well-Fed Dinners. Yes, we are blessed to have our beautiful daughter  
born on a memorable Christmas Eve night. And, yes, FMCC is definitely going some 
place! Let us continue to be faithful as we buckle up, love on, and get ready to follow  

where God’s Spirit leads our church.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday, 5/21 
 10:30 am Worship 
 11:30 am Board Meeting 
 2:00-4:00 pm Sanctuary Reserved 
Wednesday, 5/24 
   7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Friday, 5/25 
 Chalice 
 
Sunday, 5/28 PENTECOST OFFERING 
 10:30 am Worship 
Monday, 5/29 MEMORIAL DAY  
 Office closed 
    
    
 

FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
A Disciples of Christ Congregation 

5916 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919 

All Are Welcome . . . Come As You Are 

Rev. Zach Seitz 

 TThe he CChalicehalice 

MAY 2017 
FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH   (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

         FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 

In Christ,  

Zach  



SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Patrick Evans, US Navy, Grandson of  Pat Brown 
Blake Snyder, USAF, Anna Comer 
Ryan McClain, Ensign in US Navy; Grandson of Mary Helen McClain 
 Stationed on USS George HW Bush, Norfolk, VA; 
Justin Nell,  2nd Lieutenant in Army Reserves; Grandson of Pat Brown 
Jake Lowry, Captain, MPH, Nephew of Bob & Wanda Milligan MS US Army Veterinary 
Corps,  Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Science,   
Daniel Tipton,  US Army, and 
Anthony Tipton, US Coast Guard, Grandsons of Anne Tipton stationed in USA. 
Justin & Jillian Shrader, Marines and Air Force, Kathi  & Ken Kensinger 
Gunnery Sgt. Christopher Strohschein, in Japan and  
Sgt. Lee Workman,  grandsons of Chet Workman 
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As we pray daily, please keep the 

following people in your  prayers: 
 
 

Among our own: Ed Bodanske, Michele Cooper, 
Millie Dalrymple, Wanda Milligan,  
Dean Brown, 
Joanne Minor,  
John Rains 
Helen Hutchison 
The Family of Anita Shephard,  Diane Bodanske 
Barbara Jones 
Linda MacIntosh, Ruth Gamache 
Ryan , Greg, & Anne Trompeter, Paul Trompeter 
Ruth Bowlin 
Nancy & Tom Brennan 
Ashley Wylie, Harry & Mary Rubin 
Bill Milligan, Bob Milligan 
Tara, Sharon Rimes 
Lois Lynn, Harry Rubin 
Brenda Fondesy, Donna Fielding 
Son of Jacqueline Smith, Pat Dury 
Family members, Greg Hughes, Naomi Kratzer 
Danny Wojechowski, Shirley Fizer 
Mary Ettinger, Luan Dunham 
James Rimes, Sharon Rimes 
Teresa H., Joseph Robert H., Michele Cooper 
Meghan Haynes, Elaine Maley 
Daniel, Tony, TJ, Michael Tipton, Richard Yerby; Anne 
Tipton 
Roxann Armintrout, Dee Shrock 
Kyle Summers, Lori Summers 
Richard Mashburn, Nancy Brennan  
Ken Barker & Howard Cassady, Shirley Fizer 
Sonny Crouse, Patricia Romano, Danny Trousdale; 
Shirley Fizer 
USA, & those serving in the Military 
 
 
 

FMCC PRAYER WALL 
 

     

       We will be blessed to hear Asya 

perform a classical piece, Elegy by Sergei 

Rachmaninov this month. David Cameron 

will perform for us in the near future upon 

his wife’s recuperation from surgery. 

The last choir practice for this season will be May 24. 

Choir will resume on Wednesday, Sept. 6.  

We’re grateful for all the hours our members have 

devoted to leading us in meaningful worship.  

MUSICAL NOTES 

Asya Teruni 

     Don’t we all like a good comeback story? As a 

child it’s the book The Little Engine That Could and as 

adults it’s Rocky or another sports movie. After I 

preached my sermon this past Sunday, someone said to 

me in the Narthex, “How could you not have 

mentioned the Chicago Cubs?” Since I’m from St. 

Louis, I do have my limitations on analogies. Anyhow, 

as we all know the resurrection is the ultimate 

comeback story. What was dead… came alive!          

Furthermore, the Bible is filled with people who think 

their lives are over, but after they encounter Jesus, their 

lives are turned around and they are given new life. 

During the next several weeks, we will continue to 

look at these stories from the Gospel of Luke. I 

encourage and challenge you to really believe that God 

can do the same in your life!    
 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦   
    

WEEKLY SERMON SCHEDULE 
 

May 7       My Comeback Story: “Forgiveness” 

May 14     My Comeback Story: “Staying Connected” 

May 21     My Comeback Story “Your Story” 

May 28     TBA 

WORSHIP MATTERS 

ONGOING CONCERNS: 
Ruth Mason 
Margarete Gray (Chris Thompson)   
Doug Jones 
Ann Lang 
Jane Swartz 
Becky McWorder (Mary McClain’s  
daughter)  
 

YOUR CHURCH COMMUNITY  

MINISTER 
Rev. Zach Seitz 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Dr. Asya Teruni 
 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Susan Cusack 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kathi Kensinger 

CHURCH BOOKKEEPER 
Lori Vitello-Summers 
 

OFFICERS  
Moderator: Dean Brown 

 sdeanbrown@comcast.net 

Vice Moderator: Steve Larson 

 sdlgolfs@aol.com 

 Secretary: Chana Weaver 

 weaver317@aol.com 

Asst. Secretary: Hildur Skaggs 

Treasurer: Harry Rubin 

 MARYHARRYR@aol.com 

Financial Secretary: Ed Bodanske 

 edbogdan@yahoo.com 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Bob Milligan 

 robert.milligan1931@gmail.com 
      

SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
Elder Chair: Ed Bodanske 

 edbogdan@yahoo.com 

Deacon Chair: Shirley Fizer 

 fizer@comcast.net 
 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 
Outreach: Chana Weaver 

 weaver317@aol.com 

      Evangelism:  Elizabeth Weatherford 

       erweatherford@icloud.com 

      Communication: Dean Brown 

 sdeanbrown@comcast.net 

      Historian:  Helen Hutchison 

 whutchsn@comcast.net 
 

FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

5916 Winkler Road 

Ft. Myers, FL  33919 

(239) 437-4330    (239) 437-7992 

fmcc4u@msn.com 

www.disciplesfm.org 

Office hours:  M-Th 9am—3pm 

 Photography for the May Chalice  

provided by Bob Milligan &  

Kathi Kensinger. 

Please keep us updated  

on prayer requests and names. 

If your loved one is not on the 

list, please fill out a prayer card 

and  

submit to the office where we 

can keep our prayer list current. 

PRAISE 
 FROM THE MODERATOR  

   MARK YOUR CALENDAR -  
Sunday, May 7 - 6 to 8 p.m. 

 in Fellowship Hall 

   We are planning a family-friendly 

activity for this first Sunday in May. We 

will have a selection of films you will be 

able to choose from, and we will 

show it inside in order to (1) escape the possibility of 

rain, (2) show the film with less light interference, and 

(3) finish before sunset [projected for 8:03 that 

evening]. 

   There will also be games for those not choosing to 

watch a film. One we are considering is a church trivia 

game designed for us to learn more about each 

other. Please think of one thing about yourself that you 

don't think most of us know about you; we will then 

ask the others to guess who it is. 

Also, as you might expect, there will be refreshments. 

 

PS:  I also want to express my appreciation for the 

good thoughts and prayers prior to my recent 

(successful?) surgery. I truly felt them. 

                                              ~Dean Brown 

BOARD MEETING  

   SUNDAY, MAY 21 ♦ AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE  

All officers, ministry team leaders, elders and deacons are  

          encouraged to attend. The Board  meeting is open to all.   



SONSHINE CARD CLUB  ♦ The ladies will resume 

playing cards in the Fellowship Hall in the fall. Enjoy 

your summer breaks!                  Contact:  Karen Burns  
         

 

CRAFTERS 4 CHRIST  MEET FRIDAY, MAY 5 & 

19♦10:00AM-12:30 PM  We welcome all who enjoy 

making a difference in other’s lives through sewing. 

Items sewn are donated to local & worldwide 

organizations in need. Join us in the Fellowship Hall.                         
Contact: Nancy Brennan or Carol Trompeter 

 

MAY POTLUCK  ON SUNDAY, MAY 14 

Mother’s Day!  Please bring a dish 

to share! 
Contact: Judy Carson, Karen Brainard 

 

 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ♦ FRIDAY, MAY 19 ♦ 8AM  

Sunflower Café on Summerlin Road is the place to 

be!                                                  Contact: Bob Skaggs 

POT LUCK  
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Our thoughts and prayers are with... 

Janet Herbst upon the sudden passing of her brother in 

late March. 

 

Diane Bodanske upon the passing of her dear sister, 

Anita Shephard in late March. 

WELCOME TO OUR  

NEW MEMBERS~ 
Please extend a warm welcome to 

our new church family members~ 

Seasoned with Love 

2016 FMCC Cookbook  $10 

Great thanks to Susan and Meghan 

Cusack for making this possible. 

Proceeds will go to Camps Memorial 

Garden. 

Find us, like us, and follow us on  
          Facebook  under Fort Myers Christian Church 
          Twitter  @FMCC_Disciples  
           Instagram  fort_myers_christian_church  

 
 

 

 
May 2  Jane Swartz  
May 6   Deloris Bagent   
May 7  Jan Laughman, Pat Watts 
May 13 Bob Furrow, Joanne Minor,  
  Hildur Skaggs 
May 16  Marie Bias, Martha Furrow  
May 19 Aysa Teruni 
May 21   Luan Dunham   
May 25  John Rains  

  
May 10  Art & Susan Hanna              
May 28  Ed & Diane Bodanske              
May 29    Chuck & Deb Hall 

 
“The Lord is mine and I am His …. 

His banner over me is love” 
    

“but [the LORD your God] will rejoice  

over you with singing.”          Zephaniah 3:17  

 
BIRTHDAYS 

Please make a correction to the April updates in your 

directories : 

Ed & Bev LaDuke  
9360 Parkwood Ct. 

Ft. Myers, FL 33908 

 

Walter & Helen Hutchison phone numbers: 

Home 239-217-3075     Cell  239-292-5377 

 

Barbara & Elizabeth Jones have a new address! 

Barbara & Elizabeth Jones 

1234 Rainbow Drive 

Loris, SC 29569 

239-936-4092 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

It takes a flock to make Easter happen! Lots of extra 

helping hands folded and inserted the bulletins for  

Holy Week, culminating in our Resurrection Day! 

Thanks to Pat Watts, Becki Brasher, and Ruth 

Gamache! 

Our sanctuary was once again made more beautiful 

with the Easter lilies on Easter morning!  

A note from  

 
Barbara Jones ~ sends her love and misses everyone. 

She and Elizabeth are adjusting to their new home and 

town. Please keep her in prayer for a kidney infection. 

 

Dean Brown 

I want to express my appreciation for the good 

thoughts and prayers prior to my recent (successful?) 

surgery. I truly felt them. 

 

Kathi Kensinger & Himschoot Family 

Our family wishes to thank each of you for your acts of 

kindness and thoughtfulness. Fred’s memorial service 

was truly a celebration of life ~ so many friends and 

family enjoyed the reception where we had a chance to 

catch up! Pastor Zach led a meaningful service 

accompanied by Asya and Susan’s talents. Hearts 

were touched through it all.  It was a joy to share this 

campus with family & the community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY FUNDAY 
GAMES AND MOVIES 

Sunday, May 7  

from 6:00-8:00 pm  

Bring a friend!  

Please sign up in Fellowship Hall so we’ll know how 

many to set up for!  

 

FUN fun FUN fun FUN fun FUN fun FUN 

HEADS UP! 

Spring time is here in the Fort! And that brings 

momma mockingbirds to our shrubbery! Please take 

note that one of their favorite trees is the crepe myrtle 

next to the mailbox. If one gets too close, they will 

swoop down on you!  

 Chris & Kathy Harris, snowbirds, as Associate 

Members 
 

 Charlene Romanski, a local resident 

These friends joined on Easter Sunday! We look 

forward to their participation in our activities and 

Sunday worship.   

**Photos of our new members coming in June. 



CRAFTERS FOR CHRIST ~ C4C 

COORDINATORS: NANCY BRENNAN, CAROL TROMPETER, HELEN HUTCHISON 
 

Come join us and sew & fellowship on FRIDAYS ~  MAY 5 & 19 ~  10:00 AM—12:30 PM   

 

DONATIONS TO THE CRAFTERS FOR CHRIST are always welcomed and appreciated. This year-round ministry 

serves a multitude of children and adults in need ~ from clothing to blankets. Our talented ladies give of their 

time and talents to make a difference in these lives. You can, too, with your financial donation for fabric, thread, 

batting & backing, trim, and machine repairs. 
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NEWS FROM THE MINISTRY TEAMS 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  

ED BODANSKE 

ASSISTANTS: BOB MILLIGAN & 

DEAN BROWN      
Receipts for March 2017  

  

 

Budget $29, 552.13 

 

Overall $32, 257.13  

 

 

God is praised by 

the generosity of 

Disciples of Christ 

EVANGELISM MINISTRY  ELIZABETH WEATHERFORD, CO-COORDINATOR 
PURPOSE: Create an evangelical culture within the church by intentionally reaching and inviting people to 

FMCC. (DoC) 

COMMUNITY GARDEN  
 

Weekly donations are making their way to the Gladiolus Food Pantry.  
OUTREACH MINISTRY, CHANA WEAVER, COORDINATOR  
 

                BABY SHOWER FOR 

LIFELINE FAMILY CENTER  

On April 22, we celebrated life with a baby shower for Lifeline Family Center. 

Joining us from Lifeline were a housemother, Annie, and a resident, Torri, along 

with her two toddlers. Annie shared that the two year program begins with classes 

on Respect, the Characters of the Bible and Parenting. There are additional classes on 

budgeting and etiquette, individual counseling is available along with childbirth classes and weekly exercise.  

The goal is to assist young women in becoming God dependent, self-supporting, contributing members of 

society. 

Many residents complete their GED’s while at Lifeline. Some residents begin and/or complete technical 

school programs. Torri has been at Lifeline for one and a half years and is hopeful to begin a veterinary 

program. 

   Through your generous donations, we were able to supply all of the items on the wish list.  Thanks for your 

support of these young women and their children! 

 

COMMUNITY CAFÉ (SOUP KITCHEN) 

JAN & RICK LAUGHMAN, COORDINATORS 
 

WISH LIST FOR COMMUNITY CAFÉ  

 Hand can opener,  

 Pasta & sauce, Rice, Beans,  

 Canned: tuna, Vienna sausages, 

ham, chicken, roast beef,  

 Canned: soup, fruit, milk,  

 Ramen noodles, Hamburger              

          Helper, Mac & Cheese 

 Peanut Butter & Jelly 

***Consider the buy-one-get-one-

free items and  

 donate one to CCMI.*** 
 

Please place food donations INSIDE the 

cupboard in the kitchen. Please continue to support this 

important ministry with food and monetary donations.  

Soup Kitchen           $  85 

Guardian Angel       $  25 

Building                   $550      

“Well-Fed” Dinners     $300  

Sound System   $900 

Books for Kids             $  45 

Easter Lilies                 $200 
NEED A RIDE? 

There is a  need among our folks for  transportation to 

medical appointments, gro-

cery store,  airport, as well 

as other necessary trips  

If you are in need of a little 

extra help with  

transportation please call  

Bob Milligan 239-466-7589 or  

Shirley Fizer  239-910-0916 for a ride. 

M
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Dan Lewis of Gladiolus Food Pantry  

   The CommUnity Garden is continuing to grow and produce crops for the Gladiolus Food Pantry, and we’re getting 

more students from FGCU looking to get involved and volunteer their time.  

   The garden has reached a point that all initial build out and appearance deliverables have been 

completed. The transition from monthly to bi-weekly volunteer engagement has begun. The use of Garden 

Hosts to guide and monitor volunteers has been dropped and we are awaiting scheduling the bi-weekly 

activities and volunteer management process. 

   Most beds are newly planted and things look a little bare. We may even miss a few harvests due to longer 

maturity cycles. Watering continues to be a priority need and many thanks to Paulette Idol for her 

continued efforts in this area. Dan Lewis (pantry) continues to be a solid harvest resource and all around 

contributor in food production tasks. It will be interesting to see how things evolve over the summer as we 

lose Dan for a few months, the rains start falling, and the volunteers take over more of the daily/weekly 

garden maintenance.                                                       ~submitted by David Camps 

SUMMER WORKDAYS ~ EVERY OTHER SATURDAY~ LIGHT WORK DAY WITH WEEDING, ETC.  

DESTINATION: NICARAGUA  

150 Dresses 

8 blankets 

48 shorts and tshirts 

were sent this past month in the hands of missionaries 

going abroad.  


