
“LOVE OUTSIDE AND INSIDE THE WALLS” 
     It’s always humbling as a pastor to know that your congregation will not always remember 
the sermon message by the time Sunday Night Football kicks-off, but throughout the week, 
half of the congregation might very well still be washing dishes, humming the refrain from the 
previous Sunday: “And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, yes, they’ll 
know we are Christians by our love.”  They Will Know We Are Christians, might very much be 
our church’s identity hymn as we express God’s love of Jesus Christ both outside and inside 
the walls of Fort Myers Christian Church. 
     Before my time, the Crafters for Christ had already been sewing dresses and blankets for 
those in need locally and abroad.  The group size and mission field has only continued to 

grow, blessing many children. Speaking of that, if you don’t have a grandchild or friend to purchase for, I would 
encourage you to support this incredible ministry by purchasing a dress or blanket for one of God’s children in 
Immokalee or to put in our shoebox gift giving program, which will be given to GLAD and Tanglewood Elementary 
children. Not only can you purchase one at our Craft Show on November 11, but also know the proceeds will go 
back to our Crafters for Christ.   
     Or, think about our Camps’ Memorial Garden. On Wednesday, I was serving with Dan L., Tim D., and Mark V. 
from FGCU, as we were mixing soil and planting. Dan suggested that we needed about a yard of sand before our 
next workday. In a matter of ten minutes, I called my right hand guy Bill B. (who reminded me Gulf Harbor donated 
sand in the past- my old age and memory is quickly fading), spoke on the phone to the maintenance guy at Gulf 
Harbor (who was happy to donate again), and texted Mike L. (our lawn guy who “just happened” to be  finishing a 
job at Gulf Harbor). Less than one hour from Dan’s request, there were two large scoops of sand being dumped 
right in front of us ready to be utilized. You can call this a coincidence, but as Christians, we know these are “God-
incidences.” That is, God is at work. As Dan shared, “God is definitely watching over the garden ministry.” 
     While it’s our leaders’ jobs and especially my role as the pastor to raise the bar in our outreach as well as 
evangelism, we need to make sure none of our faithful congregates get lost or feel neglected in all the excitement, 
creativity, and overall movement. Simply put, as the body of Christ, we are called to watch after one another. Let 
us love and care for one another inside of our doors as we are accountable to one another. One way we do this is 
by regularly praying for one another. Another way is each week we fill out a communication card in worship so that 
if someone is missing for several weeks we can know to follow-up with them. However, due to our demographic 
make-up of our church and being a seasonal church, what if something happens to you or what if something 
happens to me? Whom might we contact or call? Following a board meeting and a few conversations afterward, 
we want to ask everyone from our congregation to fill out an Emergency Contact Information Form. This form is 
merely designed to help the church office to know whom we might need to contact other than your spouse for you 
in the event of an accident or medical emergency. Please know this information will be fully confidential as it will be 
kept in the church office and will be handled only by the board chair and pastor.  
     At our next potluck, Sunday, November 12, we will have a form for you to fill out either 
before or after worship. Additionally, we will send an email with the attached document if 
you wish to print, fill out, and return it on Sunday, November 12. Until then, let us continue 
to love another as we follow Jesus’ new commandment that He gave to His disciples: “By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  
(John 13:35).  
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Upcoming Events. Don’t miss it! 
 

Sat. Nov. 4 Neighborhood Block Party      4:30-6:30 pm 
 

Sat. Nov. 11 Holiday Gift & Antique Show      9:00 am—3:00 pm 
 

Wed. Nov. 15  & Dec. 13  Well-Fed Dinner      5:30 pm—6:30 pm 
 

Sat. Dec. 2 Hanging of the Green    9:00 am 
 

Thursdays in December Advent Bible Study  10:00 am 
  

Sun. Dec. 24 Christmas Cantata       10:30 am 
 

Dec. 24 Candles and Carols ~      6:00 pm 
    Christmas Eve Service       
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SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Jason Eunpu, stationed in Alaska, Grandson of Dean Brown 
Patrick Evans, US Navy, Grandson of  Pat Brown 
Blake Snyder, USAF, Anna Comer 
Ryan McClain, Ensign in US Navy; Grandson of Mary Helen McClain 
 Stationed on USS George HW Bush, Norfolk, VA; 
Justin Nell,  2nd Lieutenant in Army Reserves; Grandson of Pat Brown 
Jake Lowry, Captain, MPH, Nephew of Bob & Wanda Milligan MS US Army Veterinary 
Corps,  Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Science,   
Daniel Tipton,  US Army, and 
Anthony Tipton, US Coast Guard, Grandsons of Anne Tipton stationed in USA. 
Justin & Jillian Shrader, Marines and Air Force, Kathi  & Ken Kensinger 
Gunnery Sgt. Christopher Strohschein, in Japan and  
Sgt. Lee Workman,  grandsons of Chet Workman 
Colton Shriver, USAF stationed in Fort Lee, Richmond, VA 
Tom Collier, First LT , grandson of Ham Collier 
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As we pray daily, please keep the 

following people in your  prayers: 
 
 

Among our own: Ed Bodanske, Michele Cooper, 
Millie Dalrymple, Wanda Milligan, Helen Hutchison,  
Family of Carol Rains 
John Rarins 
Susan Cusack 
Family of Ann Lang 
Paul Trompeter 
Rosie Langley 
Don Krueger, Carol Trompter 
Lee Tobel, John Summa, Jackie Barton,  John Blasi 
& Michelle Foo 
People in Texas, Las Vegas, and Florida 
Michael Furrow, Martha Furrow 
Peggy Alexander & Family, Ed Bodanske 
Ryan Mitchell, Charlie & Sue Fink, Jack Mitchell 
Michele Hodge, Deloris Bagent 
Bobby Trousdale, Marie Demilio, Nicholas 
Yeatmen, Shirley Fizer 
Bob Nebbia 
Faye Ison & Sandra Adkins, Rita Azer 
Eugenia Fernandez, Miriam Ortiz 
Dennis Petersen, Harry & Mary Rubin 
James Rimes 
Bill Milligan,  Bob & Wanda Milligan 
Ryan, Greg, & Anne Trompeter, Paul Trompeter 
Ernest Hargrove, Shirley Fizer 
Tara, Sharon Rimes 
Anne Tipton, Daniel, Tony, TJ, Michael Tipton, Richard 
Yerby; Anne Tipton 
Richard Mashburn, Nancy Brennan  
Ken Barker & Howard Cassady, Shirley Fizer 
Patricia Romano, Shirley Fizer 
USA, & those serving in the Military 

FMCC PRAYER WALL 
 

     
     

 In the month of November, special 

guest cellist Edward Gulabyan will join us 

once again. The choir is already planning 

and looking forward to our 2017 choir 

cantata. This year we will have a 

couple new faces joining us for this special day.   

Additionally, by the time you read this the Cusacks 

and Furrows will most likely become grandparents 

and great grandparents.  We all know Meghan will be 

a wonderful, special aunt to baby Cathleen! Let us all 

keep Liam and Yi Yi in our thoughts and prayers as 

they become first time parents. 

MUSICAL NOTES 

Dr. Asya Teruni 

November 5 "All Saints Day" 

     (We will remember those who passed on) 

November 12 "Veterans Day" 

     (We will honor women and men who have served) 

December 3   "Advent Begins" 

December 24  at 10:30am "Christmas Cantata" 

December 24 at 6:00 pm         "Candles and Carols 
♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦     

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY  9:15 am  Fellowship Hall 

Join us for a fascinating book & video series  ―The 

Story‖  starting November 5. Please sign up to 

purchase a book. 

WORSHIP MATTERS 

ONGOING CONCERNS: 
Ruth Mason 
Doug Jones 
Jane Swartz 
Becky McWorder (Mary McClain’s  
daughter)  
Margarete Gray, Chris Thompson   
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Kathi Kensinger. 

Please keep us updated  

on prayer requests and names. 

If your loved one is not on the 

list, please fill out a prayer card 

and  

submit to the office where we 

can keep our prayer list current. 

PRAISE 
We welcome Baby Cathleen 

Cusack, born to Liam & YiYi. 

FROM THE MODERATOR  

   We are approaching the holiday season - a 

joyous period for most of us, but for those of 

us who have lost a special loved one, these 

special days can be painful. 

   My loved wife left this life on August 16, 

2012. The anniversaries that are coming for 

me: Thanksgiving, Christmas - plus our 

wedding anniversary on December 14th - bring back the 

pain of that loss.  As a grief counselor said, "we don't get 

over it, we hopefully get through it." 

Zach and I will be conducting a "Surviving the Holidays" 

session on Thursday, November 16, from 1 to 3 in the 

afternoon. I encourage those who have lost someone - 

whether recently or years ago - to join us for this Christ 

centered session. Having experienced it myself, I highly 

recommend it. Call the church office to reserve your space. 

                                                     ~Dean Brown 

BOARD MEETINGS  

   NOVEMBER 19 & DECEMBER 17  

SUNDAYS AFTER WORSHIP 

All officers, ministry team leaders, elders and deacons are  

          encouraged to attend. The Board  meeting is open to all.   

“Candles and Carols”  
DECEMBER 24, 2017 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

AT 6:00 PM 

Music by the choir  

Familiar carols  
 

Invite your friends and neighbors to join us. 

STAFF  CHRISTMAS GIFT 
At this time, we remember the service of 

our staff. Zach, Kathi, Asya, and Lori are a 

real gift to FMCC and its members. It is 

appropriate at this season of giving that we 

show them how much we appreciate their efforts. You 

are encouraged to write a check (marked Staff 

Christmas), and placing it in an envelope and dropping 

it in the offering plate any Sunday between now and 

Christmas.                                           Moderator,  

     Dean Brown 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY AT 10:00 AM 

Thursdays Nov. 30, Dec 7, 14, & 21 

Books are $15. 

 

BIBLE STUDY 



SONSHINE CARD CLUB  ♦       Contact:  Karen Burns  
        

Meet for lunch and then back to the 

church for a game of Foot & Hand. 

Nov. 1 Ruby Tuesday 

Nov. 8 Perkins South of Crystal on Cleveland 

Nov. 15 Outback 

Nov. 22 Off for Thanksgiving 

Nov. 29 Leroy Selmon’s on Daniels  

Mark your calendars for the Annual Christmas 

Robbers Bingo party! December 13 Bring a gift of 

$5.00  
 

CRAFTERS 4 CHRIST  will meet Friday, Nov. 3 & 17 

from 10:00 am– 12:30 pm. Join the ladies in sewing 

pillowcase dresses for those in need.  

 

MONTHLY POTLUCKS  

NOVEMBER ~ SUNDAY, NOV 12 

We will celebrate Thanksgiving with 

our church family.  Turkey and Ham 

will be provided.  Bring all your 

Thanksgiving favorites. 

DECEMBER ~ SUNDAY,  DEC 10 ~  

A true Pot Luck.  Let’s all be surprised by what 

everyone brings.   
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ♦ FRIDAY, NOV. 17 & DEC 22 

♦ 8AM  Sunflower Café on Summerlin Road is the 

place to be!                                       Contact: Bob Skaggs 

POT LUCK  
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November 1  Joey Lee   
November 2 Mary Ann Beaty 
November 4 Walt Hutchison, Ed LaDuke 
November 8  Phyllis King, Chana Weaver   
November 19 Carole Gallatin, Lil Robinson 
November 21  Sharla Davidson 
November 23  Kate Seitz  
November 30  Linda Rosenal  
    
December 1  Paulette Idol   
December 10   Harry Rubin   
December 11  Deb Hall   
December 24   Mya Seitz  
December 25  Zach Seitz   
December 28  Sharon Rimes   

 
 

 
 

November 6  Anna & Sonny Comer   
November 16   James & Sandra Stinson  
November 22  Roger & Dot Oestreich 
November 23   Johnny & Michelle Foo Blasi 
November 29  Bob & Peggy Bruce  

   
December 4  Priscilla & Rev. Tony Alonzo 
December 13 Butch & Carlene Griggs  
December 19 Walt & Helen Hutchison  
 

 

The Lord is mine and I am His …. 

His banner over me is love‖ 
    

―but [the LORD your God] will rejoice  

over you with singing.‖          Zephaniah 3:17  

 
 BIRTHDAYS 

GRIEF SHARE:SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS 
 

Join us on Thursday, November 16 

from 1:00-3:00 pm as we work through 

a video on how to make the best of 

these difficult holidays. Refreshments 

provided. Bring a friend that would 

benefit from this as well. Sign up to 

register and receive a book. 

Proceeds benefit the  
Camps Memorial Garden. 

“WELL-FED” DINNER 
WEDNESDAY 

NOVEMBER 15 

 5:30 -6:30PM    
 

MENU ~ STAY TUNED! 

THE STUDENTS AT FGCU 

WILL GIVE A GARDENING 

PRESENTATION THIS EVENING. 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

DECEMBER 13 AT 5:30 PM 

SIGN UP! 

“Well”-Fed  

Dinner 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ann Lang and her family. Ann’s service was held in 

MO. 
 

Carol Rains’ memorial service was held on Sat., Oct. 

28 at FMCC. 
 

Pat Newman’s Memorial Service will be held on 

Saturday, Nov. 18 at 2:30 pm at FMCC. 
 

Jean Bannister Memorial Service will be held on  

Sat., Jan 20 at 2:30 pm at FMCC. 

WELCOME TO OUR  

NEW MEMBERS~ 
Please extend a warm welcome to 

our new church family members~ 

Meet Johnny & Michelle Foo 

Blasi. They come to us from 

New York, although Michelle 

was a graduate of Riverdale 

High School here in the Fort. 

We are excited about their 

energy and how they are ready 

to jump in and work with us in 

our ministries! 

 

Bob & Kathy Coates have joined along with their 

grandsons, Hunter & Riley. Look for them at our 

fellowships! Photo to come next edition. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with... 

FOURTH ANNUAL CRAFT SHOW 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11 

9AM—3PM 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

with over 20 craft vendors with handmade crafts! 
 

We’re looking for helping hands with: 

 set up and take down 

 work the FMCC donations table      

 Garden of Eatin’ Café ~ cooks & servers 

 Greeters for the shoppers 
 

Contacts: Harry & Mary Rubin 

Cell 239-297-2968  

WANTED 
Gently loved Christmas decorations, vintage pieces 

that you are willing to part with for our FMCC 

donations table.  

CALLING ALL INTERESTED VOLUNTEERS – Do you 

secretly celebrate the absence of cold, snow and ice 

each January? If so, join other celebrants on Sunday, 

November 5 after church to explore creating FMCC’s 

first SnowBall, an evening of fun and fellowship on 

January 27, 2018.     Contact: Chana Weaver 

BLOCK PARTY 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 FROM 

4:30-6:30 PM.  

Join us for music, games ~ corn hole 

and life sized jinga and delicious 

pulled pork dinner provided by City 

Smoke Barbecue. Tickets are $10 

adults, $5. children under 10. Gratuity 

always appreciated. Please bring a 

dessert or beverage to share.  

We'll end the night with a campfire and s’mores! 

Reservations a must! 

Contact: Johnny Blasi & Michelle Foo  

HANGING OF THE GREEN 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 AT 9:00 AM  

Join us in the celebration of welcoming Advent by 

decorating the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 

TIME CHANGE 

SATURDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 4 

set your clocks back one hour! 

 



CRAFTERS FOR CHRIST ~ C4C 

COORDINATORS: NANCY BRENNAN, CAROL TROMPETER 

Can you cut or sew or iron fabric? Would you like a simple lesson? Then you are qualified to be a part of this 

vital ministry! Talk with one of the Crafters to find out how you can lend your helping hands. The group has 

grown to include those from several sewing groups. It’s a flurry of enthusiasm & activity in the Fellowship 

Hall with the ladies.  

 

 

 

 

***  GIFT-A-GIRL  ***  GIFT-A-GUY  *** 
This Christmas season you have the opportunity to purchase a blanket, pillowcase dress or shorts to give to the 

local children in need. Dresses will be available for purchase at the Craft Show. You select & purchase an 

adorable dress (and accompanying accessories if so desired) and we’ll box it up for delivery by our Elves. 

What a way to bless and dress those in need. Come shop the Craft Show! 
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NEWS FROM THE MINISTRY TEAMS 
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FINANCIAL REPORT  

ED BODANSKE 

ASSISTANTS: BOB MILLIGAN & 

DEAN BROWN      
  

 

We thank God for our deliverance and blessings 

through Jesus Christ. 

CAMPS’ COMMUNITY GARDEN  DAN LEWIS, COORDINATOR    Students are returning to our campus! 

 
 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRY, CHANA WEAVER, COORDINATOR 
 

We joined with our Gladiolus Food Pantry 

partners on October 5 to bag over 900 lbs. 

of rice and beans. Several of us were able 

to take a short tour of the Food Pantry 

which serves over 4700 families! We plan 

to repeat BAGS of HOPE in January & April.   
 

 

 

 

                                                                      

Looking ahead to the Holidays, for this year’s THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE, we will be collecting 

mashed potatoes, gravy, and money to purchase whole chickens and turkeys for the Food 

Pantry’s Thanksgiving baskets.  Their goal is 450-500 baskets. You can help by bringing 

instant mashed potatoes or real potatoes, and gravy to fellowship hall by Sunday, 

November 12. Those wishing to make a financial contribution to purchase chickens and 

turkeys should designate on their offering envelope for 

Thanksgiving Dinner, and we will take care of the shopping for you! 
 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING is scheduled for Saturday, December 16 from 

10:00 am-NOON at the Wal-mart Neighborhood Market located at 9131 College 

Parkway.  Wear your FMCC t-shirts!    
 

FMCC will again brighten Christmas morning for students at GLAD and 

Tanglewood.  Rather than collecting specific gifts for specific individuals we will 

donate shoeboxes filled with age-appropriate gifts.  Each GIFTS of LOVE box will 

contain a larger gift, i.e., stuffed animal, and then will be filled with other fun toys, 

books, hygiene items, socks, school supplies, etc.  We will designate each box with 

Boy/Girl and an age range.  Start collecting and saving shoeboxes to help make a 

GLAD or Tanglewood child’s Christmas brighter! 

GLADIOLUS FOOD PANTRY (GFP) 
 

WISH LIST FOR GFP 

 Mac & Cheese 

 Spaghetti Sauce 

 Pancake Mix  

 

Consider the buy-one-get-one-free items to donate one 

to the GFP. 
 

Please place food donations INSIDE the cupboard in 

the kitchen. Please continue to support this important 

ministry with food and monetary donations.  

****** 

At our July Board meeting, we heard from Gladiolus 

Food Pantry President Miriam Ortiz, who expressed 

their appreciation for the fresh produce that we donate 

weekly from the Garden. She said that the fresh 

produce from FMCC is the only such they receive. 

The Board also voted to direct our collected food 

donations as well as the quarterly financial donations 

to this local organization.  

   AUGUST      SEPTEMBER  
 

Budget    $  8128   $    7592  

Overall    $  9234   $    8452  

Soup Kitchen   $      35   $ 

Guardian Angel  $                $         

Building   $   440   $      450   

School supplies  $   250    

Rice & Beans    $        20  

Memorials   $   125               $        50  

Crafters for Christ $     25  

Garden   $   544   $        15 

Week of Compassion    $      325  

Hello to all! Dan Lewis here! I am a Volunteer at Gladiolus Food Pantry, I also work the garden at Fort 

Myers Christian Church; this is my second season with the garden. The update is as follows: we are still in 

the process of planting, as we will pace out the beds by harvest dates so we have something every week at 

the Pantry, and more quantity of each item. We also have improved the watering system as we now have 

three stations set up at the beds. We also took the in-ground sprinklers and raised 

them above the beds. Stop and take a look! I was able to get all the parts to make 

the watering improvements, which were donated by John Gavin from Gavin’s 

Ace Hardware on San Carlos and Kelly Road. Thank You, John. I want to thank 

all folks to date that have helped with this mission. It is a long growing season 

down here in Florida so feel free to come and join in helping; you can contact me 

at dflewis60@gmail.com, or 651-210-7332.  
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