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"THE SECRET IS OUT!” 

“So what’s the secret in those churches?” I’ve heard this at least a hundred times 
throughout meetings as well as casual conversation with various church members 
and colleagues. In a time where the religious landscapes are declining and churches 
are struggling to keep their doors open, there seems to still be handful of evangelical 
nondenominational churches thriving. Yes, we can suggest this has to do with 
theology, church polity, mass marketing, investing and usage of technology, and 

worship styles.  The past decade some contribute this to being a “seeker-oriented church” and now the 
word verbiage is becoming an “emerging worship style.”  Nonetheless, I’ve met with countless of 
ministers, read church leadership and evangelism books, church growth seminars, and I’m still not 
convinced any of the following is the primary reason.   
 Instead, the difference in many of those churches is they actually don’t keep Someone and 
something a secret. Perhaps the main difference in our evangelical churches is that they consist of 
pastors, other leaders, and members who have known what it’s like to not know God and/or be far from 
Christ. Often times many of them have big, nasty screw-ups, which they are not afraid to share. They 
know what it’s like to be lost, alone, and have no place to turn towards. At the same time, they also know 
what it’s like when Someone enters your heart and turns your life upside down for the good. These 
Christians know Jesus is alive, moving, and makes a difference in their lives and the world. Furthermore, 
I applaud them for being bold and sharing with others the difference Jesus makes in their lives.   
 On the flip side, if you’re like me, many of us mainline Christians have been born and nurtured in 
the church our entire lives. Growing up in the UMC I was baptized as an infant, confirmed, attended 
Sunday School, and worshipped practically every Sunday, attended a few church camps, involved in 
youth group, participated in a college ministry, and through all of this, felt a nudge to attend seminary to 
become a pastor. With that said, I’m guilty of sometimes not relating the best to someone who was not 
raised in the church. Perhaps similar to myself, you might have taken for granted the church and the 
difference Jesus makes, to not know what it’s like without God in your life, and have forgotten about the 
importance of sharing Jesus with others and that others still need Him.         
 Whether you were fortunate enough to be born in the church, invited to a church early in your 
adult life, or are a new believer, it’s time to share our faith with others. I have a friend in ministry who 
begins his small group each week by asking one significant question: “Where did you see Jesus this 
week?” I absolutely love that! Can you answer that question? I hope to begin asking that question as 
well as answering it more often!  Why not begin by asking this to a friend during coffee hour after worship today!   
 While there will be some weeks we will easily be able to answer the above question, other weeks 
we might struggle with this. Guess what! It’s okay. Christian mystics will tell you that as we grow and 
mature in faith, our eyes are open to seeing God all over as everything becomes spiritual. In the 
meantime, I have a great starting place. It’s the starting point the church told me throughout my life. That 
is, simply read the Good Book and especially the Gospels. Or, as one sweet Sunday School teacher 
said “Zach, just read the stories of Jesus.” So beginning the second week of September, throughout the 
entire month, I’m going to preach on a different Gospel. We will do this with the hopes of encountering 

and experiencing Jesus so that we can share Him with others! Yes, Jesus makes a difference!       Peace, 

 
  

Sunday, 9/4 
    10:30 am Worship 
 Coffee Hour after service  
Monday, 9/5   Labor Day   
 Office Closed 
 7:00 pm Gulf Shore Singles Club 
Wednesday, 9/7 
  7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Thursday, 9/8 
 7:00-8:00 pm Bible Study 
Saturday, 9/10 
 8:00 am Community Garden Work Day 
 
Sunday, 9/11 Undy & Sock Sunday  
 10:30 am Worship 
 Potluck immediately following worship 
Monday, 9/12 
 1:00 pm-3:00 pm GriefShare 
Tuesday, 9/13 
 7:00 pm Board Meeting 
Wednesday, 9/14 
   7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Thursday, 9/15 
 7:00-8:00 pm Bible Study 
Friday, 9/16 
   8:00 am Men’s Breakfast  
 10:00 am-12:30 pm Crafters 4 Christ 

Sunday, 9/18 Undy & Sock Sunday    
   10:30 am Worship 
 Coffee Hour after service  
Monday, 9/19 
 1:00 pm-3:00 pm GriefShare 
 7:00 pm Gulf Shore Singles Club 
 Zach will be attending seminar in Kansas 
Tuesday, 9/20 
 7:00 pm  Corvette club 
Wednesday, 9/21 
  7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Thursday, 9/22 
 Bible Study will not be held this week 
 
Sunday, 9/25 Reconciliation Special Offering 
  Undy & Sock Sunday    
  10:30 am Worship 
   Coffee Hour after service 
Monday, 9/26 
 1:00 pm-3:00 pm GriefShare 
Wednesday, 9/28 
 Undy & Sock Delivery to schools 
  7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Thursday, 9/29 
 Chalice 
 7:00-8:00 pm Bible Study 
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SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Patrick Evans, US Navy, Grandson of  Pat Brown 

Blake Snyder, USAF, Anna Comer 
Christopher Reithmann, Captain in USMC, friends of Karen & Bill Brainard 
John M. Barnett, Lance Corporal USMC, Grandson of  George & Donna Briggs; assigned to  
 Camp Pendleton, CA 
Ryan McClain, Ensign in US Navy; Grandson of Mary Helen McClain 

 Stationed on USS George HW Bush, Norfolk, VA; 
Justin Nell,  2nd Lieutenant in Army Reserves; Grandson of Pat Brown 
Jake Lowry, Captain, MPH, Nephew of Bob & Wanda Milligan MS US Army Veterinary Corps, 
 Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Science,   
Daniel Tipton,  US Army, stationed in Germany, and 

Anthony Tipton, US Coast Guard, Grandsons of Anne Tipton stationed in USA. 
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As we pray daily, please keep the 

following people in your  prayers: 
 
 

Among our own: Tom Camps,  Lee Camps, Hildur 
Skaggs, Ed Bodanske, Jean Bannister, Wanda 
Milligan, Pat Newman, Michele Cooper, Millie 
Dalrymple, Ruth Munsell 
Family of Frank Merideth 
Friends of Frank Greenwich, Luan Dunham 
Rodney & Jaime Rimes, Sharon Rimes 
Family of Anita Zak, Harry & Mary Rubin 
Fred Himschoot, Kathi Kensinger 
Ken Barker & Howard Cassady,  Shirley Fizer' 
Sandi Toll Essner, Barb Toll Cagle, Beatti Butler,  
Kim Brazil 
Tim Hupp, Virginia Parsons 
Chris Spillman & Shannon McCoy, Elizabeth 
Weatherford 
Sonny Altman,  Rosie Langley 
Wade Nye 
Ezzo Terroni, Allan Thomas & Brian Moore 
Steve Maley, Elaine Maley 
Richard Mashburn, Nancy Brennan  
Johnny Hargrove, Shirley Fizer 
Jared Brown, Dean Brown 
Ron Rankin, Martha Furrow 
John Mayeux, Carol & John Rains 
Holly Hightower, Cora Armstrong 
Andrew & Chrisy Eunpu, Dean Brown 
Laurie Clemens, Karla Simpson 
Opal, Kenny Workinger, Sharon  Rimes 
Sonny Crouse, Patricia Romano, Danny Trousdale; 
John Fenlon; Shirley Fizer 
Linda McIntosh: Ruth Gamache 
Tyler Regier, Ali Voepel; Sharon Schaaff 
Ava Nebbia; Bob Nebbia 
Carol Ulbrich, Greg Kerle, Alex, Elaine Maley 
USA, & those serving in the Military 
The people of Italy, Louisiana   

FMCC PRAYER WALL 
 

     
           

   I hope everyone had a great summer! And 

now we are all happy to be back to our regular 

choir practices with our wonderful director, 

Suzan Cusack! 

CHOIR KICK OFF Looking for new members 

to join us. I'm looking forward to seeing  all of you on 

September 7 at 7:00 pm! Stay for a time of refreshments 

and fellowship afterwards. Choir will lead Worship on 

September 18.  

Blessings,  

Dr. Asya Teruni  

MUSICAL NOTES 

Asya Teruni 

      

    As mentioned in the opening Chalice article, we will 

be diving into the Gospels in the month of September. 

Each week I will give a brief background of each 

Gospel, and then share one common theme in the 

respective Gospel. Additionally, I will prepare reading 

plans for everyone to take the Gospel Challenge with 

me and read one Gospel each week. The sermon series 

will be called ―Digesting the Gospel,‖ since as 

Christians we believe if we read, consume, and digest 

each Gospel we will encounter the Living Christ. 

Furthermore, it’s when we encounter Jesus lives are 

touched, moved, and transformed.    

    Not only will we have a four- week series on the 

Gospels, but also I want to offer a small group study, 

which will be on Thursdays from 7 to 8. The study will 

be in two segments: Part I with questions that I have 

prepared specifically for each Gospel. Part II, the other 

half of the class, will be a time to have dialogue on 

what participants thought stood out as they read the 

Gospel and encountered Christ.    
 

♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦   
 

WEEKLY SERMON SCHEDULE 
  

9.4.16    ―The Lost and Found Department‖             

  Guest Minister: Rev. Ed Bodanske  

9.11.16   Digesting the Gospel ―Matthew‖   

9.18.16   Digesting the Gospel ―Mark‖ 

9.25.16   Digesting the Gospel ―Luke‖ 

10.2.16   Digesting the Gospel ―John   

WORSHIP MATTERS 

ONGOING CONCERNS: 
Ruth Mason 
Ruth Bowlin  
Margarete Gray (Chris Thompson)   
Doug Jones 
Ann Lang 
Jane Swartz 
Barbara Bruce (Bob & Peggy Bruce)    
Becky McWorder (Mary McClain’s  
daughter)  
Ruth Munsell  

YOUR CHURCH COMMUNITY  

MINISTER 
Rev. Zach Seitz 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Dr. Asya Teruni 
 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Kathi Kensinger 

CHURCH BOOKKEEPER 
Lori Vitello-Summers 
 

OFFICERS  
Moderator: Dean Brown 

 sdeanbrown@comcast.net 

Vice Moderator:  

Secretary: Steve Larson 

 sdlgolfs@aol.com 

Treasurer: Harry Rubin 

 MARYHARRYR@aol.com 

Financial Secretary: Ed Bodanske 

 edbogdan@yahoo.com 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Bob Milligan 

 robert.milligan1931@gmail.com 
      

SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
Elder Chair: Ed Bodanske 

 edbogdan@yahoo.com 

Deacon Chair: Shirley Fizer 

 fizer@comcast.net 
 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS 
Worship:  

Outreach: Shirley Fizer 

 fizer@comcast.net 

      Evangelism:  Elizabeth Weatherford 

       erweatherford@icloud.com 

      Communication: Dean Brown 

 sdeanbrown@comcast.net 

      Congregational Life: Seeking  

      Historian:  Helen Hutchison 

 whutchsn@comcast.net 
 

 

FORT MYERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

5916 Winkler Road 

Ft. Myers, FL  33919 

(239) 437-4330    (239) 437-7992 

fmcc4u@msn.com 

www.disciplesfm.org 

September Office hours:  M-Th 9am—3pm 
 

 Photography for the September Chalice  

provided by Bob Milligan & Kathi Kensinger. 

Please keep us updated  

on prayer requests and names. 

If your loved one is not on the 

list, please fill out a prayer 

card and  

submit to the office where we 

can keep our prayer list 

current. 

PRAISE 
For the FMCC family who 

come along side those in 

times of need through helping 

hands, prayers, cards, and 

presence. 

FROM THE MODERATOR  

Dean is home now from rehab and is  

undergoing physical therapy for his 

knee replacement. He’ll be back with 

words to impart next month. Dean will 

be leading our GriefShare class 

beginning in September.                                       
 

 ~Dean Brown 

FALL SESSIONS ~ JUST THE BEGINNING 

  

 Beginning September 8, small group study  

THURSDAYS FROM 7PM TO 8 PM 

Sign up sheet in narthex, fellowship hall,  

or call church office. 

September 8, 15, 29 

October 6 

No class on September 22. 

SPECIAL GUESTS SOL MAJOR ON SEPTEMBER 11 

TEN MINUTE MINI CONCERT 

Sol Major Youth Orchestra is composed of talented 

little musicians. This project started 4 years ago and  

was created by Cathia Matos, a professional violinist, 

who came from Cuba following a dream.  Music 

education plays an important role in our kids’ 

education. Our mission is to enrich and increase music 

education in our community.  

Fort Myers Christian Church has become our home 

since 2016. (They hold classes here 2 days a week). 

We want to thank its community and Pastor Zach for 

giving us the opportunity to be part of this family.  

 

BOARD MEETING  

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 13 ♦ 7 PM  

All officers, ministry team leaders, elders and deacons are  

          encouraged to attend. The Board meeting is open to all.   

Worship was 

enriched with the 

performance by the 

guest cellists. 
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SONSHINE CARD CLUB  ♦  

The ladies will resume meeting for lunch and Hand 

& Foot in October.                                    
     Contact:  Pat Newman 481-1648 
 

CRAFTERS 4 CHRIST  

WILL MEET THE THIRD FRIDAY IN SEPTEMBER 16 

♦10:00AM-12:30 PM  We welcome all ladies who 

enjoy making a difference in other’s lives through 

sewing. Items sewn are donated to local & 

worldwide organizations in need. Join us in the 

Fellowship Hall. Bring bag lunch if you’d like. 

              Contact: Nancy Brennan or Carol Trompeter 

 

SEPTEMBER POTLUCK ~  Sunday, SEPTEMBER 11 

 Back to School Theme  

Bring a dish to share. 

     Contact: Judy Carson, Karen   

  Brainard 
 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST ♦ FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 ♦ 

8AM  Meet at the Sunflower Café on Summerlin 

Road.                                            Contact: Bob Skaggs 

A Note from Shirley Fizer 
"GOD is Good all the time....All the 

 time GOD is good. That is in memory of  

my dear friend, Frank Merideth.  I will always think of 

him when I hear that. I will miss him very much as I 

know many will.  He was a great Christian.  

 

Jean Bannister called the church office to say she’s 

doing fine! It was good to hear our northern friend’s 

voice!  

POT LUCK  

         Well, the summer is flying by, 

here the kids are already back in 

school. That means cooler weather is 

not far behind (ha ha).  

   The fire marshal inspected our 

buildings in August and it was found 

that we had several emergency lights 

not working. These are the lights that come on 

automatically when the power goes off. These have 

been replaced and a 

 re-inspection is upcoming.  

   Stay well and stay in touch. 

     ~Bill  Brainard 

PROPERTY ~ BILL BRAINARD 

FALL FESTIVAL IS COMING! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars now!   

How will you help this year?   

Baking, selling, games,  

parking attendant, public relations? 

Sign up sheets will be available. 

 

Calling all our northern folks! We hope to see your 

helping hands and cheerful smiles at our fall festival. 

Let us know if we can count on you! 

Contact: Hildur & Bob Skaggs 

THIRD ANNUAL 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

9AM—2 PM 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

with over 20 craft vendors with handmade crafts! 
 

We’re looking for helping hands with: 

 set up and take down 

 work the FMCC donations table      

 Garden of Eatin’ Café ~ cooks & servers 

 Greeters for the shoppers 
 

Contacts: Harry & Mary Rubin 

LOOKING AHEAD ~  

GRIEF SHARE  

Contact: Dean Brown 

 

It hurts to lose someone. Find help at GriefShare. 

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who 

will walk alongside you through one of life’s most 

difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through 

the grieving process alone. Fort Myers Christian 

Church is a host location. 

MEETS MONDAYS, SEPT. 12 - DEC. 5   1:00– 3:00 PM 

Topics include: Is this Normal?, The Journey of 

Grief, Challenges of Grief,  Grief & Your 

Relationships, Guilt and Anger, Complicating 

Factors, Why?, Stuck, 

Heaven, & What Do I Live for Now? 

Registration required with sign up sheet or contact 

church office. Workbook $15.00  

You can learn more at www.griefshare.org 

Brochures available in church office. 

Sympathy and Acts of Compassion for... 

Our beloved Frank Merideth passed away  

on August 9, 2016 at his home. A celebration of his 

life with full military honors from the US Army was 

held on Tues., Aug. 23. Among his participation at 

FMCC, Frank served as vice-moderator, moderator, 

and elder. He was active in the Men’s 

Ministry and fall festival. He headed 

up the Stephen’s Ministry program.  

Frank was a voice of reason and gave 

attention to every detail. He gave his 

all to every task and challenge he 

accepted. 
 

We extend our deepest sympathies to  

Deb & Chuck Hall and their families  
 

and to Peggy Roley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geri Ferguson, 90,  an associate member,  

passed away on Tues Aug. 16. Her attendance at  

FMCC dates from back in the early 90s until 2009. 

Her friends remember her as energetic, intelligent, fun, 

and hard working.  

CHRONIC PAIN WORKSHOP 

Free Workshop 

Fort Myers Christian Church 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Thursdays, 2:00 pm-4:30 pm 

October 27– December 8 

 

Call to register  239-434-3122 

More information coming. Look for flyer to share 

with your friends and neighbors. 

Offered by Lee Memorial Health System 

 

LIFT & RECLINER 

CHAIR FOR SALE 

remote, beige fabric 

$500 or best offer 

 

Call Pat Brown  

 



CRAFTERS FOR CHRIST ~ C4C 

COORDINATORS: NANCY BRENNAN, CAROL 

TROMPETER, HELEN HUTCHISON 
 

 

NICARAGUA IN JUNE & AUGUST  

33 Dresses + 72 dresses and 19 pair shorts +32 pair 

short/shirt sets  

MEXICO 22 dresses, 3 

skirts/top, 10 short/

shirts & 1 pair shorts  
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WORSHIP MINISTRY  

CORA ARMSTRONG, COORDINATOR 

 

      PURPOSE: Oversee tasks that facilitate a 

seamless worship experience.  
 

     I am going to use this opportunity to let you all 

know how much I love you and will miss each and 

every one of you. Every single one of you and the 

three ministers I have worshipped with have taught me 

so much about love for my fellow man that it has 

changed me as a person. There truly are angels among 

us here in this little church. I hope I will see you at 

worship here again some winter when it’s too cold to 

breathe the Iowa air. Thank you all for being so 

welcoming and loving and thoughtful, I will never 

forget my time here at this church and I will keep you 

in my prayers as you have been since I met you. 

May God bless you all,. Good-Bye friends. 

FINANCIAL REPORT  

ED BODANSKE 

ASSISTANTS: BOB MILLIGAN & 

DEAN BROWN      

RECEIPTS FOR JULY: 

 

 

Budget   $ 10,929 

Overall   $ 13,895.28 

 

 

EVANGELISM MINISTRY  ELIZABETH WEATHERFORD, CO-COORDINATOR 
PURPOSE: Create an evangelical culture within the church by intentionally reaching and inviting people 

to FMCC. (DoC) 
 

It’s been wonderful to see the support and interest in the Community Garden. The support has 

allowed us to move forward in the planning stages and begin implementation. We hope to have an 

official ―groundbreaking‖ on September 10, but there will be need for some assistance  

in picking up supplies and loaner tools prior to that date. If you’re interested, please let us know. 

We’ll hopefully be joined by some students from FGCU on September 10, and beyond in hopes to help maintain 

our garden. Already this garden has begun its work in bringing us closer together in the church, and I look forward 

to seeing the good that this garden can bring to our community and us.  ~Elizabeth Weatherford 
 

THE PLAN  Immediate garden plan is to have 2-3 beds located at the back of the property. 

PREP WORK  The garden will be surrounded by a 4’ x 156’ hedge bed.  The soil 

needs to be loosened to a depth of 18‖, a 4‖ layer of compost moved (wheel 

barrow) and layered over the bed and then worked into the top 12‖.  We also have 

plastic edging that needs to be installed along the edge of this bed.  We will be 

building more 4’ x 8’ raised beds.  We will construct the bed frames from 

2‖x8‖x8’ lumber and assemble them with screws.  We will need to survey the 

corners of the new beds, mark them, remove a 1’x1’ square of sod from each and 

level out the four corners for frame installation and carry the frames for 

installation.  Finally, each raised bed will be filled with a 30%/70% mix of 

compost/sand.                                                                                 ~David Camps 
 

CALLING ALL BAKERS AND RAKERS Some type of REFRESHMENTS (ice water) would be greatly appreciated.  

If you can’t rake and shovel dirt, can you bake refreshments for our team of workers?  

WORK PARTY ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 AT 8:00 AM   The majority of the effort will be shoveling materials 

and using wheelbarrows. Depending of time of day (morning), the frame construction work may be in the 

shade.  The other work will be in full sun. Prior to all this, we need to purchase materials and have them ready on-

site for the work effort.  

***LOANER TOOLS, such as shovels, leaf rake, garden rake,  and wheelbarrows, would be of value. Please bring 

tools to the church by FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9.                                                                    

OUTREACH MINISTRY  

SHIRLEY FIZER, COORDINATOR 

 

A  "BIG"  thank you to each and 

everyone who participated in the 

school supplies, it is greatly 

appreciated.  You made many teachers 

and classmates very happy. We 

delivered just in time for school.  

   SEPTEMBER "UNDIE/SUNDAY" COLLECTION.   

Collection Sundays are September 11 & 18 with 

delivery date Wednesday, Sept 28. Collecting socks 

and underwear for both boys and girls in sizes 3 

Toddler –12 Youth..  As always, if you can't or don't 

want to shop, a monetary donation would be 

appreciated and we will do the shopping.  

   Prayers and Blessings to each of you.  

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE MINISTRY 

PURPOSE: Create, promote, and stimulate a spirit of 

fellowship among the church membership.  
 

Looking for a social coordinator to schedule events 

that enable us to get to know one another. Over the 

years, our folks have enjoyed campfires & sing-

alongs, trips to baseball games, dinner theatre, field 

trips...With 2 colleges here locally now, we can 

participate in volleyball and basketball games! And 

that’s just to name a few ideas!  

Does this sound appealing to you? Please see Pastor 

Zach for more information.  

COMMUNITY CAFÉ (SOUP KITCHEN) 

JAN & RICK LAUGHMAN, 

COORDINATORS 
 

WISH LIST FOR COMMUNITY CAFÉ  

 Hand can opener,  

 Pasta & sauce, Rice, Beans,  

 Canned: tuna, Vienna sausages, 

ham, chicken, roast beef,  

 Canned: soup, fruit, milk,  

 Ramen noodles, Hamburger Helper, Mac & Cheese 

 Peanut Butter & Jelly 

***Consider the buy-one-get-one-free items and  

 donate one to CCMI.*** 
 

Please place food donations INSIDE the cupboard in 

the kitchen. Please continue to support this important 

ministry with food and monetary donations.  

There is a  need among our folks for transportation to 

medical appointments, grocery store,  

airport, as well as other necessary trips ~  

If you are in need of a little extra help with  

transportation please call  

Bob Milligan 239-466-7589 or  

Shirley Fizer  239-910-0916  

for a ride. 

Soup Kitchen       $   40 

Guardian Angel   $    25 

School supplies    $ 160 

Crafters4Christ     $ 124.28 

Shout out to David Camps! 


